Good Evening Colleagues and Fellow Veterans,

Typically we send out the latest BLS statistics the first Friday of the month ... however many of us at VA
and Department of Labor were involved in the government shutdown. As a result, BLS didn’t release the
September 2013 and 3" Quarter data until this morning. As you can see from the table below, for the
month of September the National unemployment rate decreased slightly to 7.2%, while Veteran
unemployment increased slightly to 6.5%. We’ve attached our monthly and quarterly ‘cheat sheets’ for
your convenience and use.

Cohort (% of total) ‘ Rate ‘ Change
National 7.2% -0.1%
>27 Weeks
All Veterans (100%) 6.5% 0.3%
Male 6.3% 0.3%
Female 7.5% -0.2%
Post-9/11 Veterans (34%) 10.1% 0.1%
Male 9.7% -0.2%
Female 11.6% 1.3%
18-24 Veterans* (5%) 22.8% 4.4%
Male 28.8% 6.4%
Female** 9.9% 0.1%
25-34 Veterans (25%) 12.1% 1.4%
Male 11.2% 1.0%
Female 15.7% 3.3%
35-44 Veterans (14%) 4.7% -1.4%
Male 5.4% -0.2%
Female 1.0% -7.9%
45-54 Veterans (21%) 5.3% 0.6%
Male 5.0% 0.7%
Female 6.7% -0.4%
55+ Veterans (35%) 5.6% 0.2%
Male 5.5% -0.1%
Female 6.8% 3.9%

The quarterly BLS data was also released today, and because the BLS data is not seasonally adjusted, it
is often best to compare data to prior years during the same time period, so below you will find a
comparison of the 3rd quarter data going back each year to 2010.

All
S Veterans
3Q-2010 8.4%
3Q-2011 8.1%
3Q-2012 6.7%
3Q-2013 6.4%
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Curtis L. Coy

Deputy Under Secretary for Economic Opportunity
Veterans Benefits Administration

Note: We apologize in advance if we are unable to respond directly to your questions.

Please Remember:

If you would like to review prior messages sent through this listserv, click
http://benefits.va.gov/vow/economic_opportunity.htm.

If you would like to research, find, access, and, in time, manage your VA benefits and personal
information please visit and/or register at https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits-
portal/ebenefits.portal.

If you are seeking employment in the federal government, particularly the VA, our VA for Vets
high-tech tools, and resources can help. Visit online at http://vaforvets.va.gov/Pages/default.aspx
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