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This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through June 3, 2008


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


1. On 16 April 2008, the VA published a direct final rule, effective 16 June 2008, to amend its medical regulations concerning co-payments for inpatient hospital care and outpatient medical care in order to designate weight management counseling (individual and group sessions) as a service that is not subject to co-payment requirements; and make nonsubstantive changes to correct references to statutory provisions. Changes:



( In §17.47, revised statutory reference in paragraph (e)(2); and



( In §17.108, redesignated paragraphs (e)(12)–(13) as (e)(13)–(14), and added a new paragraph (e)(12).


2. On 30 April 2008, the VA published a final rule, effective 30 May 2008, to provide a claimant with notice of the information and evidence necessary to substantiate a claim, and VA’s duty to assist a claimant in obtaining the evidence necessary to substantiate the claim. Changes:



( In §3.5, revised a statutory reference in paragraph(b)(3); and



( In §3.159, revised paragraph (b)(1), and added new paragraph (b)(3) and (g).


3. On 12 May 2008, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to establish regulations regarding the provision of hospital care and medical services under the VA Emergency Preparedness Act of 2002, to individuals responding to, involved in, or otherwise affected by certain disasters or emergencies (including individuals who otherwise do not have VA eligibility for such care and services). Changes:



( Added new §17.86; and



( In §17.102, revised paragraphs (b)(1) and (h).


4. On 13 May 2008, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend its regulations regarding the authority to provide a Government-furnished headstone or marker for placement on already marked graves of eligible veterans in private cemeteries. Changes:



( In §38.631, revised paragraph (b)(1) and removed paragraph (g).


5. On 19 May 2008, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to implement portions of the Veterans Benefits, Health Care, and Information Technology Act of 2006 which requires the VA to verify ownership and control of veteran-owned small businesses, including service-disabled veteran-owned small businesses. Change:



( Added a new Part 74 to Title 38, consisting of §§74.1–74.29.


3. On 22 May 2008, the VA published a final rule, effective 23 June 2008, to amend regulations governing the representation of claimants for veterans benefits in order to implement provisions of the Veterans Benefits, Health Care, and Information Technology Act of 2006; to reorganize and clarify existing regulations; and to establish the procedures and rules necessary for VA to facilitate the paid representation of claimants by accredited agents and attorneys after a Notice of Disagreement has been filed with respect to a case. Changes:



( Redesignated §§14.640–14.643 as §§1.600-1.603, respectively;



( Amended newly redesignated §§1.600, 1.602, and 1.603;



( Revised §§14.626–14.627, and 14.629–14.633;



( Added new §§14.636–14.637;



( Revised §§19.31, 19.36, and 19.37; 20.608, 20.800, and 20.1304; and



( Removed §§20.609–20.610.


7. On 28 May 2008, the VA published a correcting amendment, to correct a rule originally published on 27 April 1993 (58 Fed. Reg. 25563), by amending the cross-reference in §3.309(d)(3)(vii)(B).


8. On 28 May 2008, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend its regulations governing the Survivors’ and Dependents’ Educational Assistance program in order to implement statutory provisions in the Veterans Benefits and Health Care Improvement Act of 2000, the Veterans’ Survivor Benefits Improvements Act of 2001, the Veterans Education and Benefits Expansion Act of 2001, the Veterans Benefits Act of 2002, and the Veterans Benefits Act of 2003, which provide that certain eligible children may choose the beginning date of their period of eligibility and eligible children who serve on active duty or in the National Guard may receive extensions to the ending date of their period of eligibility; allow VA to consider certain qualifying beneficiaries’ original claims as having been filed retroactively to their eligibility dates; allow certain eligible DEA beneficiaries to be paid for preparatory courses for tests required or used for admission to an institution of higher education or a graduate school; and permit eligible children to receive benefits for such preparatory courses even if the courses are taken before their 18th birthday. Changes:



( In §21.3021, added an introductory paragraph, revised paragraph (h), and added new paragraphs (m)–(s);



( In §21.3040, revised the cross-reference in paragraph (d);



( Revised §21.3041 [as corrected, 73 FR 31742, June 3, 2008];



( In §21.3042, removed paragraph (c);



( In §21.3135, revised paragraph (g); and



( In §21.4131, revised the cross-reference in paragraph (d)(1)(i)(A), and added new paragraph (e).

(
