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When Book I was originally prepared, it was current through final regulations published in the Federal Register of 15 January 2000.  These supple​mental materials are designed to keep your regulations up to date.  You should file the attached pages immediately, and record the fact that you did so on the Supplement Filing Record which is at page I-8 of Book I, Medical.  



To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 



it is important that you follow these simple procedures:

1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 


2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page I-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple​ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page I-2.


3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page I-8)—the date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.


4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   


5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.


6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.


To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres​pond​ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with​out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)—in these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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Remove these
Add these
Section(s)

 
old pages
new pages
Affected
Do not file this supplement until you confirm that 

all prior supplements have been filed


70.10-1 to 70.10-2
70.10-1 to 70.10-2
§70.10

Be sure to complete the 

Supplement Filing Record (page I-8) 

when you have finished filing this material.
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Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading §17.100, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: “Supplement Highlights references—37(1).” This means that paragraph 1 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 37 contains information about the changes made in §17.100. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.


Supplement frequency: Beginning 1 January 2000, supplements for this Book I will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.

Modifications in this supplement include the following:


1. On 28 August 2008, the VA published a correcting amendment, effective that same date, to insert an omitted word in §70.10(b), which section was originally published on June 30, 2008 (73 FR 36796).

§70.10  Eligible persons.

(a) The following listed persons are eligible for beneficiary travel payments under this part:

(1) A veteran who travels to or from a VA facility or VA-authorized health care facility in connection with treatment or care for a service-connected disability (regardless of percent of disability).

(2) A veteran with a service-connected disability rated at 30 percent or more who travels to or from a VA facility or VA-authorized health care facility for examination, treatment, or care for any condition.

(3) A veteran who travels to a VA facility or VA-authorized health care facility for a scheduled compensation and pension examination.

(4) A veteran receiving pension under 38 U.S.C. 1521, who travels to or from a VA facility or VA-authorized health care facility for examination, treatment, or care.

(5) A veteran whose annual income (as determined under 38 U.S.C. 1503) does not exceed the maximum annual rate of pension that the veteran would receive under 38 U.S.C. 1521 (as adjusted under 38 U.S.C. 5312) if the veteran was eligible for pension and travels to or from a VA facility or VA-authorized health care facility for examination, treatment, or care.

(6) A veteran who travels to or from a VA facility or VA-authorized health care facility for examination, treatment, or care, and who is unable to defray the expenses of that travel as defined in paragraph (c) of this section.

(7) A member of a veteran’s immediate family, a veteran’s legal guardian, or a person in whose household the veteran certifies an intention to live, if such person is traveling for consultation, professional counseling, training, or mental health services concerning a veteran who is receiving care for a service-connected disability; or a member of a veteran’s immediate family, if such person is traveling for bereavement counseling relating to the death of such veteran in the active military, naval, or air service in the line of duty and under circumstances not due to the veteran’s own misconduct.

(8) An attendant other than a VA employee, who is accompanying and assisting a beneficiary eligible for beneficiary travel payments under this section, when such beneficiary is medically determined to require the presence of the attendant because of a physical or mental condition.

(9) Beneficiaries of other Federal agencies, incident to medical services rendered upon requests of those agencies, subject to reimbursement agreement by those agencies.

(10) Allied beneficiaries as defined by 38 U.S.C. 109 subject to reimbursement agreement by the government concerned.

(b) For purposes of this section, the term “examination, treatment, or care” means the care or services provided under the Medical Benefits Package in §17.38 of this chapter.

(c) For purposes of this section, a beneficiary shall be considered unable to defray the expenses of travel if the beneficiary:

(1) Has an income for the year (as defined under 38 U.S.C. 1503) immediately preceding the application for beneficiary travel that does not exceed the maximum annual rate of pension that the beneficiary would receive under 38 U.S.C. 1521 (as adjusted under 38 U.S.C. 5312) if the beneficiary were eligible for pension during that year; or

(2) Is able to demonstrate that due to circumstances such as loss of employment, or incurrence of a disability, his or her income in the year of travel will not exceed the maximum annual rate of pension that the beneficiary would receive under 38 U.S.C. 1521 (as adjusted under 38 U.S.C. 5312) if the beneficiary were eligible for pension; or

(3) Has a service-connected disability rated at least 30 percent; or

(4) Is traveling in connection with treatment of a service-connected disability.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 101, 111, 501, 1701, 1714, 1720, 1728, 1782, 1783, E.O. 11302)

[73 Fed. Reg. 36798, June 30, 2008, as amended at 73 FR 50723, Aug. 28, 2009]

Next Section is §70.20
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