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Section A.  Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment Manual

 PRIVATE INFOTYPE="OTHER" Overview

	In This Section
	This section contains the topics listed in the table below.


	Topic
	Topic Name
	See Page

	1
	General Information on the Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment Manual
	1-A-2


1. General Information on the Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment Manual

	Introduction
	This topic contains information about the Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E) manual (M28), including

· VA offices affected

· benefits and services this manual covers

· organization of the manual

· authority for decisions, and

· distribution of the manual and regulations.


	Change Date
	March 14, 2006


	a. VA Offices Affected
	This manual applies to

· VA Regional Offices (RO)

· outbased locations within the jurisdiction of a RO, and

· VA Medical Centers with RO activities (VAMROC).


	Note:  Field stations may not deviate from any of the prescribed procedures in the M28 manual without prior written authorization from the Director, VR&E Service.


	b. Benefits and Services This Manual Covers
	This manual provides operational procedures for the administration of the VR&E program (Chapter 31) prescribed in law.  Other educational benefit programs listed below include counseling for veterans and their dependents.  

· Title 38, U.S.C.

· Chapter 18, Vocational Training and Rehabilitation for Children with Spina Bifida or Other Covered Birth Defects
· Chapter 30, All-Volunteer Force Educational Assistance Program
· Chapter 32, Post-Vietnam Era Veterans’ Educational Assistance
· Chapter 35, Survivors’ and Dependents’ Educational Assistance
· Chapter 36, Administration for Educational Benefits
· Title 10, U.S.C.

· Chapter 1606, Educational Assistance for Members of Selected Reserve
· Chapter 1607, Reserve Educational Assistance Program
Note:  Information regarding the above educational benefits (except Chapter 31) may be obtained at http://www.gibill.va.gov/.


Continued on next page

1. General Information on the Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment Manual, Continued

	c. Organization of the Manual
	This manual contains seven parts, including

· Part I, General Program Information

· Part II, Office Administration

· Part III, Veterans’ Rights and Responsibilities

· Part IV, Chapter 31 Case Management

· Part V, Employment Activities

· Part VI, Other Benefits, and

· Part VII, Program Oversight and Internal Control.


	d. Authority for Decisions
	Actions and procedures described in this manual originate from the laws included in Title 38, U.S.C.  VA promulgates regulations to implement these laws which are published in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).

When policy clarification is needed regarding certain regulations, or modifications to procedures contained in the manual are necessary, VR&E Service in Central Office issues circulars or policy letters.

It is critical that VR&E staff adhere to 

· Title 38, U.S.C

· CFRs

· M28 manual

· Circulars, and 

· Policy letters.


	e. Distribution of the Manual and Regulations
	The manual will be available to all VR&E staff in an electronic format.  Staff may print copies as needed.  It is the responsibility of the VR&E Officer to ensure that each VR&E Division staff member has access to the manual, regulations, and appropriate reference materials.
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