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CHAPTER 5.  PROGRAMS APPROVED BY OTHER THAN STATE APPROVING AGENCIES





SUBCHAPTER I.  FOREIGN SCHOOLS





5.01  PROGRAMS OFFERED IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES





	a.  Approval Authority.  The Director, Education Service, is responsible for approving programs of education pursued by VA beneficiaries under chapters 30, 32, 35, and 1606 at IHLs (Institutions of Higher Learning) outside the United States.  (38 CFR 21.4250(c)(2))  The Director, Manila RO (Regional Office), is responsible for approving programs offered by IHLs and NCDs (Noncollege Degree) schools in the Republic of the Philippines (hereinafter referred to as the Philippines).  (38 CFR 21.4150(d))  SAAs (State Approving Agencies) are responsible for approving college-level programs (associate degree or higher) offered by foreign branches or extensions of U.S. colleges and universities.





	b.  Requirements of the Law.  The law provides that VA beneficiaries may not pursue programs of education at schools that are not in a state, unless they are pursuing approved programs leading to standard college degrees or their equivalent at approved IHLs, with one exception.  Persons eligible for chapter 35 may receive VA benefits while pursuing approved NCD programs in the Philippines.





	c.  Denial or Discontinuance.  VA may deny or discontinue educational assistance allowance to VA students in foreign schools if VA finds that such enrollments are not in the best interest of the VA beneficiaries or the government.  The Director, Education Service must approve the action.  If ELRs (Education Liaison Representatives) receive information from the Department of State or some other reliable sources indicating that VA should deny or discontinue benefits, they should send the information along with their recommendations to the Education Service.





	d.  Definition.  The term "institution of higher learning" means a college or university offering courses of instruction leading to an associate degree or higher, or their equivalent.  The programs must be recognized as being comparable to degrees granted by accredited U.S. colleges and universities.  VA will accept degrees granted by public colleges and universities in foreign countries as being comparable to degrees granted by accredited U.S. colleges and universities.  Degrees or their equivalent granted by private colleges and universities in foreign countries must be comparable to degrees granted by public colleges and universities in the same country.  Degree or equivalent programs must have the same entrance requirements as the degree programs offered by public colleges and universities in the same country.





5.02  REQUESTS FOR APPROVAL





	a.  Application.  Foreign colleges and universities with VA students may request approval of their programs by sending written requests to the nearest U.S. Foreign Service post.  Officials authorized to commit the schools to agreements with VA must sign the requests.  The request should include two copies of the school's catalog and calendar containing current information concerning the course or program of education for which the school desires approval.  Schools in the Philippines must submit the information included in Appendix A to the Director, Manila RO.  This information is contained in the Department of State in Foreign Affairs Manual, volume 7, section 210.5.





	b.  Verification.  U.S. Foreign Service officials will verify the titles or positions and signatures of the certifying officials and forward the school’s requests for approval, other than those in the Philippines, through diplomatic channels to the Education Service.  The Department of State will include in the transmittals any available information pertinent to the school's request for approval.  If schools submit requests in languages other than English, schools should furnish translations to prevent delays in final consideration.





	c.  Previously Approved Schools.  Foreign colleges and universities, other than those in the Philippines, that have one or more approved programs, may request approval of additional programs by writing directly to the Director, Education Service (225A), 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC. 20420.  The requests should specifically identify the programs that the schools desire to have approved.  Two copies of the school's catalog, certified by an authorized official of the school to be true and correct in content and policy, should accompany the requests.





5.03  APPROVAL CRITERIA





	a  Approval requirements.  VA will not consider programs for approval unless the schools meet the following requirements:





	(1)  Approval under 38 U.S.C. is requested in writing by the colleges or universities concerned.





	(2)  The U.S. Foreign Service post does not report any adverse information about the colleges or universities (for foreign schools other than those in the Philippines).





	b.  Conditions for Approval.  IHLs must agree to:





	(1)  Obtain and  maintain written records of the previous education and training of the VA students, give appropriate credit for the previous education or training with the training periods shortened proportionately, and notify VA students and VA of the credit granted;





	(2)  Maintain adequate records to show the scholastic progress of VA students and inform VA promptly when a student's attendance, conduct, or progress does not meet the regularly prescribed standards and practices of the school, and the reason(s) why not;





	(3)  Promptly report enrollments, changes in hours of credit or attendance, and interruptions or terminations of training for all VA students.  VA will furnish forms for providing the certifications;





	(4)  Agree not to include on enrollment certifications any course(s) that are audited, and inform VA if a VA student receives grade(s) for any course(s) that will not be used when computing graduation requirements;





	(5)  Upon request by VA representatives, make available for examination all appropriate records and accounts pertaining to the enrollment of VA students; and





	(6)  Accept VA beneficiaries as students at the student's expense, according to the provisions of the law and at rates for tuition and related instructional fees and expenses not greater than those required other students similarly circumstanced.





5.04  PROCESSING REQUESTS FOR APPROVAL





	a.  Notification.  Upon determining that a school has complied with all the approval requirements of the requested program(s) or course(s), the Director, Education Service will notify the school by letter with the following specific information:





	(1)  Effective date of approval for each program.





	(2)  Basis for and condition of approval, referring specifically to the school's catalog, calendar, or bulletin.





	(3)  Identification of each program approved.





	b.  Classification of Programs at Schools in the Philippines.  The Manila RO will issue notices of approval for schools in the Philippines.  In the event the ELR is not able to establish the proper classification of a program (e.g., IHL, NCD, etc.), the ELR will forward the request for approval and supporting materials, including the school's catalog or bulletin, to the Education Service.





	c.  Additional Information.  Requests for information concerning approval status of foreign schools will be referred to the Buffalo RPO (Regional Processing Office) or the Manila RO for schools in the Philippines.





	d.  Notice of Disapproval.  When the Education Service denies a school's request for approval of a course or program of education, the Education Service will promptly notify the school by letter explaining the basis for the denial.  A copy of the letter will be sent to the claimant and the Buffalo RPO if appropriate.  The notice of disapproval will notify the school that they may request a further review by submitting additional material in support of their request.





	e.  Withdrawal of Approval





	(1)  The Director, Education Service, or Director, Manila RO will withdraw the approval of a course or program of education if there is reason to believe that such course fails to meet any of the requirements of the law or that the school has violated any provisions of the law.





	(2)  When the Director, Education Service withdraws programs offered in foreign schools, the schools and all VA students enrolled will be fully informed in writing of the actions, with copies sent to the U.S. Foreign Service post.  The Manila RO will send notices of withdrawal of approval for programs offered in the Philippines.





	f.  Maintaining Approval Information





	(1)  The Manila RO will assign facility codes, maintain OLAF (On-Line Approval File) records, and maintain approval folders for schools in the Philippines.





	(2)  For foreign schools other than those in the Philippines, the Education Service will assign facility codes, maintain OLAF records, and maintain approval folders containing:





	(a)  Copies of the school's request for approval.





	(b)  Copies of any related correspondence.





	(c)  Copies of the notice of approval, disapproval, cancellation, or other notices affecting approval status.





	(d)  VA Forms 22-1998, Approval Information.





	(3)  The Education Service will add newly approved foreign schools to OLAF.  In addition, the Education Service will update the OLAF records when current programs are amended or additional programs are approved, or the approval is withdrawn.





	(4)  The Education Service will send copies of all correspondence to the Buffalo RPO.  The ELR will establish approval folders for all foreign schools and maintain records in the same manner as prescribed for other approved schools.





�
SUBCHAPTER II.  OTHER SPECIAL APPROVALS





5.05  PROGRAMS OFFERED BY AGENCIES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT





	a.  Approval Authority.  The Director, Education Service is responsible for the approval of programs of education offered by agencies of the Federal Government authorized under other laws to offer the programs.  (38 CFR 21.4250(c)(2).)  The Education Service will send a copy of the approval notice to the ELR with jurisdiction of the area where the agency is located.





	b.  ELR Activities.  ELRs will assign facility codes, maintain OLAF records, and maintain approval folders.  ELRs will contact the agencies, obtain any course material that may be needed, inform the officials of the procedures for enrolling and certifying VA beneficiaries, and furnish any guidance and assistance that may be needed.





	c.  VA Medical Centers





	(1)  Courses offered by VA medical centers may be approved under 38 CFR 21.4250(c)(2) if the programs are accredited and authorized by:





	(a)  The Council on Medical Education of the American Medical Association;





	(b)  The Council on Dental Education of the American Dental Association; or





	(c)  A nationally recognized accrediting agency as recognized by the Secretary of Education.





	(2)  These include internships, residencies, medical specialty programs, and paraprofessional and support services courses.





	(3)  VA beneficiaries pursuing approved programs at VA medical centers may receive educational assistance allowances unless 38 CFR 21.4025 bars payment.





	(4)  ELRs will assign facility codes, maintain OLAF records, and maintain approval folders for VA medical centers in their jurisdictions.  The OLAF records will list all the approved internships, residencies, and medical specialty courses offered by the medical centers





5.06  PROGRAMS OFFERED BY SCHOOLS IN THE FORMER CANAL ZONE, GUAM, THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA, AND THE REPUBLIC OF PALAU





	a.  Approval Authority.  The Director, Education Service is responsible for the approval of programs of education offered by schools in the former Canal Zone, Guam, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau.  (38 CFR 21.4250(c)(2)(ii))





�
	b.  The Former Canal Zone





	(1)  The Panama Canal Treaty relinquished control of the Canal Zone to the Republic of Panama on April 1, 1982.   Approval authority for programs of education offered by branches of U.S. schools in the former Canal Zone reverted to  SAAs.





	(2)  The Education Service will process requests for approval of programs offered by schools in the former Canal Zone.  The Education Service will notify the schools of the approval actions taken.  Copies of notification letters to schools and approval data will be sent to the Buffalo RPO.  The Education Service will establish and maintain the OLAF records.





	c.  Schools in Guam, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau.  The Muskogee RPO is responsible for processing requests for approval of programs offered by schools in Guam, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau.  The ELR will review the requests for approval.  If the ELR finds any omissions, discrepancies, or inconsistencies requiring clarification, amplification, or amendment, they will request the information from the schools.  When requests are complete, the Muskogee RPO Director will send the requests to the Education Service along with his or her recommendation regarding the approval.  The Director, Education Service will notify the ELR.  The Education Service will return the completed approval packages to be filed in the approval folders.  The ELR is responsible for assigning facility codes, maintaining the OLAF records, and  maintaining approval folders for these schools.





5.07  JOB TRAINING PROGRAMS





	a.  Approval Authority.  The Director, Education Service is the approval authority for:





	(1)  Apprenticeships and other OJT (On-the-Job Training) programs offered by agencies of the Federal Government, and





	(2)  National apprenticeship programs offered in more than one state by carriers engaged in interstate commerce.





	b.  Application for Training in One State.  Federal agencies desiring approval of apprenticeships or other OJT programs in a state should submit applications to the ELR having jurisdiction of the area where the programs are offered.  ELRs will review the applications for completeness under 38 CFR 21.4261 or 21.4262.  If ELRs need additional information, they are responsible for obtaining it from the agencies.  When applications are complete, ELRs will send them to the Director, Education Service, along with recommendations whether the programs should be approved.





	c.  Application for Training in More than One State.  Federal agencies desiring approval of apprenticeships or other OJT programs offering training in more than one state should apply directly to the Director, Education Service.  Agency officials who inquire at ROs about approval procedures should be provided with complete information on the requirements.





	d.  Interstate Carriers.  Interstate commerce carriers desiring approval of national apprenticeship programs offered in more than one state should apply directly to the Director, Education Service.  Officials at training establishments who inquire about approvals at ROs should be provided with complete information about the requirements, including the requirement that signed VA Forms 27-8206, Standard of Assurance of Compliance Under Equal Opportunity Laws, must accompany the applications.  The Secretary of Labor must have approved the training standards.





	e.  Notification.  The Director, Education Service will notify training establishments by letters of the actions taken on their applications.  When actions are favorable, the notification letters will request training establishments to furnish the ELRs of jurisdiction with copies of the apprenticeship or other OJT program outlines or descriptions and current wage schedules.





	f.  ELR Responsibilities.  The Education Service will furnish ELRs of jurisdiction with copies of approval letters.  ELRs will be requested to contact the training establishments to assure that there is adequate space, equipment, instructional materials, and instructor personnel to provide satisfactory training.  ELRs will inform the establishments that they must furnish all VA trainees and VA with copies of training agreements, including the training programs and wage schedules, or copies of the personnel actions (in the case of Federal agencies) assigning the VA trainees to the positions.  ELRs will provide certifying officials with the instructions on completing VA Forms 22-1999, Enrollment Certification, and 22-6553d, Monthly Certification of On-the-Job and Apprenticeship Training.





	g.  Records.  When ELRs determine that training establishments can provide satisfactory training, they will assign facility codes, maintain OLAF records, and maintain approval folders.  If another ELR is responsible for assigning the facility code, the ELR will contact the ELR of jurisdiction by e-mail or telephone and provide the necessary information.





	h.  VA Acting as the SAA.  If the SAA declines or is otherwise unable to perform the approval of registered or unregistered apprenticeship programs or OJT establishments, the ELR of jurisdiction will perform the duties of the SAA.  See chapter 2, appendix A for the procedures to be followed when the ELR functions as the SAA.





5.08  AERO CLUBS





	a.  Approval Authority.  The Director, Education Service is responsible for the approval of vocational flight training courses offered by military aero clubs.





	b.  Definition.  Aero clubs are established, formed, and operated under the authority of service department regulations as nonappropriated sundry fund activities.  They are not proprietary schools.  They are Government instrumentalities with one exception.  Aero clubs established as private associations under Army Regulation 230-1 are not Government instrumentalities  They are private associations subject to the same criteria as other flight schools.





	c.  SAA Activities.  SAAs are responsible for the approval of vocational flight courses offered by these private associations.  If SAAs decline to approve vocational flight courses, the ELRs of jurisdiction are responsible for the approvals.  SAAs should make inspection visits and furnish recommendations regarding the approval of such courses, and make supervisory visits.  Such activities are covered by the SAA reimbursement contracts.





	d.  Notification.  The ELR will send requests for approvals or changes to the Director, Education Service, only after the SAA and the ELR have reviewed them.  Upon receipt of notifications of approval from the Director, Education Service, ELRs are responsible for assigning facility codes, maintaining OLAF records, and maintaining approval folders.





5.09  PROGRAMS APPROVED BY VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AND COUNSELING





	a.  General.  VR&C (Vocational Rehabilitation and Counseling) activities may approve facilities and programs for vocational rehabilitation under chapter 31, and SRT (Special Restorative Training) and SVT (Specialized Vocational Training) under chapter 35.





	b.  Chapter 31 Approvals





	(1)  Facilities and programs approved for chapter 31 do not have to be approved by SAAs for training under chapters 30, 32, 35 or 1606.  Facilities must comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended (42 U.S.C. 2000d-2000d-6); title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 as amended (20 U.S.C. 1681-1686); section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended  (29 U.S.C. 794); the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (42 U.S.C. 6101, et. seq.); and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Original approvals of proprietary schools must include signed VA Forms 27-8206.





	(2)  The one exception to subparagraph (1) above is foreign schools.  In order for chapter 31 trainees to receive vocational rehabilitation benefits for training at foreign schools, the schools and programs must be approved by the Director, Education Service.  The Director, Education Service, must assign facility codes for foreign schools.





	 (3)  ELRs must assign facility codes and maintain OLAF records for facilities and courses approved for chapter 31 trainees.  ELRs should inform the VR&C staffs of the minimum information required to establish the OLAF records.





 	(4)  VR&C staff should prepare notices of approval of facilities and programs for chapter 31 trainees containing sufficient information to establish the OLAF records and give copies to the ELR of jurisdiction.   Notices may be memos or routing slips.  ELRs should review notices of approval to determine if they have all the information needed to assign facility codes and determine the appropriate type of training.  Questions on the type of training should be resolved by e-mail or telephone with the VR&C staff if possible.





	 (5)  Do not assign new facility codes to facilities and courses approved that are already approved for chapters 30, 32, 35 and 1606 if VR&C staff approve them for chapter 31 training.  In many cases, ELRs only have to change the applicable law code from 2 (chapter 30, 32, 35, 1606) to 3 (all chapters).





	 (6)  ELRs do not have to establish separate approval files for facilities approved for chapter 31 only.  They may establish a file for “Chapter 31 Approvals” and file all the information received from VR&C as well as copies of the appropriate VA Forms 22-1998 in the file.  (See par. 7.01 for additional information on approval folders.)


	


	c.  Chapter 35 Special Restorative Training and Specialized Vocational Training Approvals





	(1)  Eligible children over age 14 handicapped by physical or mental disabilities that prevent pursuit of programs of education may receive SRT.  This may involve speech and voice correction, language retraining, speech (lip) reading, auditory training, Braille reading and writing, and other courses of this nature.





	(2)  Eligible spouses and children over age 14 handicapped by physical or mental disabilities that prevent pursuit of programs of education may receive SVT.  These are specialized courses, alone or in combination with other courses, leading to vocational objectives that are suitable for the persons and required by reason of their physical or mental handicaps.





	(3)  If the facilities and programs that the VR&C staff desires to use for SRT or SVT are not approved, the VR&C staff and the ELRs will follow the procedure outlined above for approving facilities and programs for vocational rehabilitation trainees.





�
MINIMUM INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN REQUESTS FROM 


FOREIGN INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING FOR APPROVAL OF 


PROGRAMS FOR UNITED STATES VETERANS TRAINING UNDER TITLE


38, U.S.C. CHAPTERS 30, 32, AND 35, AND TITLE 10, U.S.C. CHAPTER 1606





1.  Name.  The full legal name of the institution, the local alternative name(s), and the English equivalent, if appropriate.





2.  Address. The complete address of the institution.





3.  Certifying Official(s).  The full name(s) and title(s) of persons authorized to certify VA forms for the institution.





4.  Language(s).   The language or languages used in conducting classes.





5.  Sponsorship.  The sponsorship, such as Ministry of Education, province, state, canton, municipality, specific church organization, or religious order.





6.  Accreditation.  The accrediting authority, such as Ministry, Department, or Office of Education.





7.  Classification.  Is the institution officially classified as an institution of higher learning?





	a.  Foreign Institutions.  Does the Ministry, Department, or Office of Education, etc., officially classify the institution as an institution of higher learning; i.e., as a college, university, or similar establishment offering post secondary level academic instruction that leads to a degree?  Official documents should be cited.





	b.  "American Plan" Institutions.  Institutions that closely follow the educational philosophy, curriculum, and teaching methods of United States colleges and universities.  The institutions offer degree programs similar to those offered by colleges and universities in the U.S.  The institutions are organized mainly to meet the educational needs of U.S. citizens.





	(1)  Does the host nation's Ministry, Department, or Office of Education, etc., or the host state (or province, canton, etc.) empower the institution to grant degrees?





	(2)  Is the institution empowered under a state law in the United States to grant degrees?





	(3)  Is the institution offering the degree programs accredited as a collegiate institution by a US regional or national accrediting agency?





	(4)  Is the institution a "candidate" for accreditation; or is the institution accredited by a US agency recognized to accredit specialized degree-level programs?





	(5)  Official documents should be cited to corroborate the responses to subparagraphs (1), (2), (3), and (4) above.





8.  Courses(s) or Program(s) of Education.  Names of all courses or programs of study that the institution desires to have approved, with the academic prerequisites for enrollment, and the length.  References to specific courses by name and/or number in catalogs are sufficient if the prerequisites and lengths are in the catalogs.  Include two copies of the current catalog certified as true and correct in content and policy by an authorized official of the institution.





9.  Tuition and Fees.  Will the institution agree to accept VA beneficiaries as students, at the student's expense, according to the provisions of the law; and at rates for tuition and related instructional fees and expenses not greater than those required by other similarly circumstanced students?





10.  Records.  Will the institution agree to maintain sufficient records to show the progress of all VA students and to promptly inform VA when any VA student’s attendance, conduct, or progress is not satisfactory according to the regularly prescribed standards and practices of the institution, and to include the reason(s) therefor?





11.  Certification.  Will the institution agree to complete the enrollment certifications and promptly inform VA when it comes to their attention that VA students have interrupted or discontinued their courses or programs of study, giving the dates of withdrawal and the reason(s), if known?





12.  Credit for Prior Training.  Will the institution give appropriate credit for previous education and training of VA students, shorten training periods proportionately, and enter the credit granted on enrollment certifications?





13.  Inspection.  Will the institution, when requested by VA, make all appropriate records pertaining to the enrollment of VA beneficiaries available for examination by VA or its representatives?





14.  Catalogs/Bulletins.  Will the institution routinely furnish VA with current publications concerning the courses and programs of study that are approved under the law?





15.  Signature.  The application should be dated and subscribed by the office authorized to commit the institution to an agreement with VA, showing his or her title or position.
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