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             Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part III, “Authorization Procedures,” is changed as follows:





	Pages 5-II-9 through 5-II-10 :  Remove these pages and substitute pages 5-II-9 through 5-II-10, attached.





	Paragraph 5.14b.(1) has been revised to add the Combat Aircrew Insignia to the list of decorations which may serve as evidence that the veteran engaged in combat.





By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits














Carolyn F. Hunt, Acting Director


Compensation and Pension Service
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	g.  Referral to Central Office





	(1)  If the three requirements of the initial review have been satisfied and development has been completed, including the receipt of the response from the DoD, refer the claim to the Compensation and Pension Service, Policy Staff (211), for review.  Include a cover letter briefly summarizing the following information:





	(a)  Pertinent service information.





	(b)  The circumstances, including dates of veteran's exposure.





	(c)  A description of the disease claimed, including the specific cell type and stage, if known, and when first manifested.





	(d)  Veteran's age at time of exposure.





	(e)  Dose assessment as given by DTRA, applicable Service organization, or Under Secretary for Health as specified in 38 C.F.R. 3.311(a)(2)(iii).





	(f)  Time lapse between exposure and onset of disease.





	(g)  Gender, pertinent family history and employment history.





	(h)  Veteran's history of exposure to known carcinogens or radiation prior to and after service, including smoking history and, if claiming skin cancer, exposure to sun.





	(i)  Any other information relevant to determining the cause of the disease.





	(2)  The Compensation and Pension Service will request a medical opinion from the Under Secretary for Health.  Referral to an outside consultant is also possible.  See 38 CFR 3.311(c) and (d).





	(a)  The regional office will notify the claimant of the referral to Central Office.





	(b)  The regional office and the claimant will be notified if the referral is made to the Under Secretary for Health.





	(3)  The Compensation and Pension Service will furnish an opinion to the regional office directing either allowance or denial of the claim.  The written response of both VHA and an outside consultant (if solicited) will also be transmitted to the regional office.





	h.  Expunging Classified Military Data.  Veterans seeking benefits in connection with exposure to nuclear radiation are authorized (see Exhibit B.17) to divulge to VA the name, location of their command, duties performed, dates of service, and related information necessary to validate exposure to nuclear radiation.  This authorization does not relieve veterans of responsibility for continuing to protect specific technical information that could contribute to the development of a weapon of mass destruction or the application of nuclear technology.  Information relative to military bases where nuclear weapons may be located within the continental United States is classified "Confidential."  Locations past or present outside the continental United States are classified "Secret" or "Top Secret."  The fact that a veteran inadvertently revealed such information in an application for benefits should not be compounded by further release within or outside VA in any manner.  





	(1)  Any classified data will be cut out (rather than obliterated) from such records or statements.
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	(2)  A VA Form 119 prepared for the claims file and signed by the Veterans Service Center Manager or supervisory designee not lower than the Assistant Veterans Service Center Manager will cite the kind of evidence removed and the reason for doing so, and summarize or restate any other obliterated facts or statements not referring to specific military bases where nuclear exposure allegedly occurred.





	i.  Subsequent Review.  A claim for compensation based on radiation exposure as a consequence of service with the occupation forces of Hiroshima or Nagasaki, Japan, or in connection with nuclear testing that was denied prior to enactment of Public Law 98-542, “The Veterans' Dioxin and Radiation Exposure Compensation Standards Act,” on October 24, 1984, must receive a complete, new review if the claim is subsequently reopened.  New and material evidence need not be submitted to reopen these claims.  Handle this type of claim as if it were an initial ionizing radiation claim.  Refer to subparagraph b for proper action to be taken.  





5.13  ASBESTOS-RELATED DISEASES





	a.  General.  Many people with asbestos-related diseases have only recently come to medical attention because the latent period varies from 10 to 45 or more years between first exposure and development of disease.  In addition, exposure to asbestos may be brief (as little as a month or two) or indirect (bystander disease).





	b.  Responsibility.  The rating activity is responsible for determining whether or not military records demonstrate evidence of asbestos exposure in service and ensuring that development is accomplished to determine if there is pre-service and post-service evidence of occupational or other asbestos exposure.





5.14  POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER (PTSD)





a.  Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.  Service connection for post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)


requires medical evidence diagnosing the condition in accordance with 38 CFR 4.125(a); a link, established by medical evidence, between current symptoms and an in-service stressor; and credible evidence that the claimed in-service stressor occurred.  (38 CFR 3.304(f))





b.  Evidence of a Stressor in Service.    Obtain all available evidence from the service department showing that the veteran served where the stressful event occurred.  Also obtain evidence supporting the veteran’s description of the event. 





(1)  Combat Stressors.  The following individual decorations are examples of decorations which


may serve as evidence that the veteran engaged in combat: 





Air Force Cross


Air Medal with "V" Device


Army Commendation Medal with "V" Device


Bronze Star Medal with "V" Device


Combat Action Ribbon


Combat Aircrew Insignia


Combat Infantryman Badge


Combat Medical Badge


Distinguished Flying Cross


Distinguished Service Cross


Joint Service Commendation Medal with "V" Device


Medal of Honor


Navy Commendation Medal with "V" Device


Navy Cross


Purple Heart


Silver Star
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