





Veterans Benefits Administration	M21-1, Part I


Department of Veterans Affairs                                   	                                   Change 43


Washington, DC  20420	March 26, 2003








             Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part I, Appendix B, “Special Benefit Allowances,” is changed as follows:





Page XIV-1: Remove this page and substitute page XIV-1, attached.





Medal of Honor pension is increased to $1000 effective September 1, 2003.  Effective December 1, 2004, an annual increase is authorized effective December 1st of each year, by a percentage equal to the cost of living adjustment under Title II of the Social Security Act. 





This change implements provisions of Public Law 107-330, the Veterans Benefits Act of 2002.





By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits














Ronald J. Henke, Director


Compensation and Pension Service
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SPECIAL BENEFIT ALLOWANCES





Historical and Current
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MEDAL OF HONOR PENSION**
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*The clothing allowance increase, while effective the date of the law, is not payable until the following August 1st.  (Example:  PL 97-306 effective October 1, 1982, increased the clothing allowance to $327.  This rate was payable August 1, 1983.)





**Beginning December 1, 2004, Public Law 107-330 provides for an annual increase in the Medal of Honor pension effective December 1st of each year, by a percentage equal to the cost of living adjustment paid under Title II of the Social Security Act.
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