Department of Veterans Affairs






M21-1MR, Part VIII

Veterans Benefits Administration






May 7, 2009
Washington, DC  20420










Transmittal Sheet 

	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below shows the changes included in this revision to Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part VIII, “Accrued Benefits.”


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Substantive Changes (Policy and Procedural Changes)

	Page 1-3:  Part VIII, Chapter 1, Topic 1, Block c (VIII.1.1.c)
	To add a note and references regarding evidence in the file on the date of death.

Other Change:  To revise the block label to better reflect the block’s content.    

	Page 1-4:  VIII.1.1.d 
	· To reflect that the period for payment of accrued benefits is limited to a one-year period if the beneficiary’s death occurred on or after January 1, 1958, but before October 9, 1996.

· To reflect the provisions of Terry v. Principi, which states that if death occurred before December 16, 2003, the accrued period can be any two-year period before death.

· To add references to public laws and Terry v. Principi.

Other Changes:  

· To revise the block label to better reflect the block’s content.

· To make other minor changes in verbiage for consistency.    

	Page 1-6:  VIII.1.2.a
	To add Block a to clarify the meaning of “claim pending at the date of death.”

Other Change:  To re-letter the subsequent blocks in this topic.

	Page 1-11:  VIII.1.4.c
	· To reflect that records at the Records Management Center are considered to be in VA’s possession.

· To note that Federal court records are not considered to be in VA’s possession. 
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Page 3-4:  VIII.3.1.d
	· To reflect that the period for payment of accrued benefits is limited to a one-year period if the beneficiary’s death occurred on or after January 1, 1958, but before October 9, 1996.

· To reflect the provisions of Terry v. Principi, which stated that if death occurred before December 16, 2003, the accrued period can be any two-year period before death.

· To add references to public laws and Terry v. Principi.

Other Change:  To reword the Exception note for clarity. 

	Page 3-4:  VIII.3.1.e
	To note that rating decisions that cannot be promulgated should be reverse-filed in the claims folder.

Other Change:  To change the block label to better reflect the block’s content.

	Page 4-4:  VIII.4.2.a
	· To reflect that the period for retroactive payment of accrued benefits is limited to a one-year period if the beneficiary’s death occurred on or after January 1, 1958, but before October 9, 1996.

· To reflect the provisions of Terry v. Principi, which stated that if death occurred before December 16, 2003, the accrued period can be any two-year period before death.

· To add references to public laws and Terry v. Principi.

	Page 4-48:  VIII.4.18.j
	· To clarify the time limits for receipt of claims and evidence for accrued benefits under 38 CFR 3.1000.

· To reflect that the period for payment of accrued benefits is limited to a one-year period if the beneficiary’s death occurred on or after January 1, 1958, but before October 9, 1996.
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Non-Substantive Changes (References, Verbiage, Pagination, etc.)

	Page 1-i:  Table of Contents
	To reflect the repagination of Topics 2 though 5 and the new title of Topic 3.

	Page 1-1:  VIII.1.1.a
	To remove the information related to time limits and benefits under Nehmer from the block, as these issues are handled in VIII.1.1.d.

	Page 1-2:  VIII.1.1.b
	To revise the block label to better reflect the block’s content.

	Page 1-5:  VIII.1.1.e
	· To revise the block label to better reflect the block’s content.

· To make other minor changes in verbiage for consistency.

	Page 1-7:  VIII.1.2.b
	To revise the block label to better reflect the block’s content.

	Pages 1-8 and 1-9:  VIII.1.3 
	To revise the topic label for consistency.

	Page 4-1:  VIII.4.1.b
	To remove the reference citation for a rescinded M21-1 paragraph.

	Page 4-5:  VIII.4.2.b
	To clarify that the one-year deadline for filing claims applies to benefits under 38 CFR 3.1000.

	Page 4-16:  VIII.4.6.a
	To remove the reference citation for a rescinded M21-1 paragraph.


	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits
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