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Transmittal Sheet 

	M21-1MR, 

Part V, Subpart iii


	Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part V, Subpart iii, Chapter 1, “The Effect of Income and Net Worth on Pension and Parents’ Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC),” is changed as follows:

The following pages are updated in this change:

· 1-iii

· 1-F-2 through 1-F-8, 1-F-13 through 1-F-14, 1-F-18 through 1-F-21, and 1-F-23 through 1-F-25

· 1-G-1, 1-G-4, 1-G-7 through 1-G-9, 1-G-17, 1-G-32, 1-G-37 through 1-G-44, 1-G-46, 1-G-50 through 1-G-53, 1-G-56, 1-G-60, 1-G-66, 1-G-71 through 1-G-73

Notes:  

· M21-1MR changes are released at the chapter or section level.  The date of the change will continue to show in the “Change Date” block located on the first page of each topic.

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· remove references to rescinded portions of M21-1

· update obsolete terminology where appropriate (for example: change service medical records (SMRs) to service treatment records (STRs); change Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) to Share; and change Work in Progress (WIPP) to VETSNET Operations Report (VOR)), and 

· bring the chapters into conformance with M21-1MR standards.


	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision to Part V, Subpart iii, Chapter 1, Sections F, “Improved Pension – Dependents,” and G, “Improved Pension – Deductible Expenses.”


	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Substantive Changes (Policy and Procedural Changes)

	Page 1-F-3:  Part V, Subpart iii, Chapter 1, Section F, Topic 37, Block b (V.iii.1.F.37.b)
	· To replace the term, “estrangement” with the phrase, “reasons related to marital discord.”

· Note:  “Estrangement” is not defined in legal dictionaries.  The term is imprecise and subject to numerous interpretations.

· To include a note with examples of temporary separation that are not marital discord.


Continued on next page
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Page 1-F-4:  V.iii.1.F.37.c
	To remove the block that defined the term, “estrangement.”

Other Changes:

· To redesignate the old blocks d through g as c through f, because the old block c was removed.

· To change the reference link from III.iii.5.H to III.iii.5.G.

	Page 1-F-6:  V.iii.1.F.37.e
	To include examples of non-cash support.

	Page 1-F-8:  V.iii.1.F.38.c
	To replace the term, “estrangement” with the phrase, “reasons related to marital discord.”

	Page 1-F-14:  V.iii.1.F.38.k
	To change the development control time from 60 days to 30 days.

	Page 1-F-18:  V.iii.1.F.38.o
	To remove the term, “estranged” and replace it with a description of living apart due to marital discord or living at the same residence, but not cohabitating.

	Page 1-F-19:  V.iii.1.F.28.p
	To replace the term, “estrangement” with the phrase, “reasons related to marital discord.”

	Page 1-F-21:

· V.iii.1.F.39.b

· V.iii.1.F.39.c
	To remove the term, “estranged” and replace it with a description of living apart due to marital discord or living at the same residence, but not cohabitating.

	Page 1-G-7:  V.iii.1.G.42.c
	· To change allowable transportation expenses from 41.5 cents per mile effective 01/01/2009.

· To add a note that transportation expenses were 28.5 cents per mile from 01/01/08 through 12/31/08.

· To clarify that lodging expenses required for medical treatment are deductible on a case-by-case basis.
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Page 1-G-9:  V.iii.1.G.43.b
	To clarify that two criteria must be met before verification of claimed nursing home expenses is required.

	Page 1-G-38:  V.iii.1.G.45.j
	To add a new block with special handling instructions to verify provider proof for victims of natural disasters.

	

	Non-Substantive Changes (Editorial, Verbiage, Pagination Changes)

	Table of Contents 1-iii
	To correct the page numbers for Section G.

	Page 1-F-6:  V.iii.1.F.37.f
	To change the term “whereabouts” to “physical location.”  

	Page 1-F-7:  V.iii.1.F.38
	To revise the last bullet of the Introduction, so the wording agrees with the corresponding block title.

	Page 1-F-20:  V.iii.1.F.39
	To revise the second subbullet of the Introduction, so the wording agrees with the corresponding block title.

	Page 1-F-20:  V.iii.1.F.39.a
	To revise the phrasing pertaining to the loss of a spouse.

	Page 1-G-40:  V.iii.1.G.45.k
	· To redesignate the old blocks j through o as k through p, due to insertion of a new block j.

· To include an additional writeout annotation that no overpayment was created.

	

	The following blocks were revised to clarify the block titles.

· V.iii.1.F.37.d

· V.iii.1.F.37.e

· V.iii.1.F.37.f

· V.iii.1.F.38.i

· V.iii.1.F.38.k

· V.iii.1.F.39.h

· V.iii.1.F.38.o

· V.iii.1.F.38.p

· V.iii.1.F.39.b

· V.iii.1.F.39.i

· V.iii.1.G.46.d

· V.iii.1.G.47.d

· V.iii.1.G.47.e

· V.iii.1.G.47.f

· V.iii.1.G.47.g
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	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Bradley G. Mayes, Director

Compensation and Pension Service


	Distribution
	RPC:  2068

FD:  EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)

LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED
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