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	M21-1MR, 

Part IV, Subpart iii


	Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part IV, Subpart iii, “Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) and Death Compensation,” is changed as follows:

The following pages are updated in this change:

· 1-2, 1-4, 1-14 through 1-17, and 1-19

· 2-1, 2-3, and 2-5 through 2-6
· 3-i and 3-ii

· 3-A-1, 3-A-2, and 3-A-13 through 3-A-15

· 3-C-4 and 3-C-5

· 3-E-1 through 3-E-8

· 3-F-1, 3-F-12, 3-F-13, 3-F-18, 3-F-19, 3-F-22, 3-F-33 through 3-F-36, and 3-F-38 through 3-F-40

· 3-I-3, 3-I-6, 3-I-7, 3-I-9, and 3-I-12.

Note:  Minor editorial changes have been made throughout this revision to

· remove references to rescinded portions of M21-1

· update obsolete terminology where appropriate, and

· bring the documents into conformance with M21-1MR publication standards.
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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision to Part IV, Subpart iii.




	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	IV.iii.1.6.a
	· To reflect that any written communication from a claimant or accredited representative showing intent to apply for benefits under 38 U.S.C. 1151 may be accepted as a claim.

· To note the action to take on the communication if the claimant has never filed a formal claim for Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC).

· To add a reference to 38 CFR 3.217.

Note:  Block b is combined with Block a for clarity, and the subsequent blocks in this topic are re-lettered.

	IV.iii.2.1.e
	· To add a block to clarify when a claim does not require a rating decision to determine entitlement to death benefits.

· To add a reference to VII.2.B.7.a and b.

Note:  The subsequent block in this topic is re-lettered.

	IV.iii.2.2.e
	· To indicate that a rating decision is required to determine a surviving spouse’s entitlement to the Housebound rate.

· To add a reference to IV.iii.2.2.b.

	IV.iii.3.A.7.d
	· To remove the information from Example 1 regarding February 1 through July 1 payment dates.

· To add Example 3 to clarify the dates for payment of the additional $250 under PL 108-454.
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	IV.iii.3.C.17.d
	To reflect that each child should be paid under a separate award, as VETSNET will not use consolidated payee 31-series awards to pay benefits to two or more children.

	IV.iii.3.E.21.b, c, and d
	· To remove information from Block b related to consolidated awards.

· To note in Block c that each child should be paid under a separate award, as VETSNET will not use consolidated awards to pay benefits to two or more children.

· To remove Block d and other information related to consolidated payee 31-series awards.

· To remove the reference to rescinded M21-1, Part IV, Paragraph 17.14. 

Note:  The subsequent blocks in this topic are re-lettered.

	IV.iii.3.E.22.d
	To remove information related to consolidated payee 31 awards.

	IV.iii.3.F
	To revise IV.iii.3.F.33 and IV.iii.3.F.34 throughout to refer to reinstatement of DIC, rather than resumption, for clarity and consistency with VA regulations.

	IV.iii.3.F.24.i
	To correctly reflect that two signatures are required on administrative decisions.

	IV.iii.3.F.27.c
	To update the example and note that consolidated payee 31-series awards are no longer used to pay benefits to two or more children.
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	IV.iii.3.F.34.a
	· To clarify DIC eligibility under 38 CFR 3.55(a)(10) when a surviving spouse remarries after age 57.

· To clarify eligibility for reinstatement of DIC when a surviving spouse remarried after age 57 but before December 16, 2003.

	IV.iii.3.F.34.b
	To remove the second sentence from the text, as this information is not supported by regulation. 

	IV.iii.3.F.34.c
	To clarify payment of DIC reinstated under 38 CFR 3.55(a)(10).  

	IV.iii.3.F.34.d, e, and f
	To provide three examples of DIC cases in which the surviving spouse remarried after age 57.

Note:  The subsequent block in this topic is re-lettered.

	IV.iii.3.I.42.d
	To clarify what benefits to include in the basic DIC rate furnished to the service department.

	IV.iii.3.I.43.a
	· To remove the requirement for the military finance center to furnish VA a signed authorization to offset DIC based on Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) payments.

· To note how a surviving spouse authorizes VA to offset DIC based on payment of SBP.
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	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Bradley G. Mayes, Director

Compensation and Pension Service


	Distribution
	RPC:  2068

FD:  EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)
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