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Transmittal Sheet 

	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below shows the changes included in this revision to Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part IV, Subpart ii, “Compensation.”

Note:  M21-1MR will retain information related to the Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) until the information is no longer relevant.  For assistance in using Veterans Service Network (VETSNET) applications, consult the VETSNET User Guides on the Compensation and Pension Service Intranet.


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Substantive Changes (Policy and Procedure)

	Page 1-C-14:  Part IV, Subpart ii, Chapter 1, Section C, Topic 9, Block e (IV.ii.1.C.9.e) 
	To update the contact information for the Department of the Air Force’s Medical Support Agency, which handles requests related to occupational radiation exposure.

	Page 1-C-16:  IV.ii.1.C.9.f
	To update the contact information for the Department of Energy’s National Nuclear Security Administration and Office of Health Studies.

	Page 1-D-3:  IV.ii.1.D.13.a 
	To provide guidance for handling claims when posttraumatic stress disorder is diagnosed in service.

	Page 1-D-10:  IV.ii.1.D.13.l
	To add a block to discuss considering buddy statements.

	Pages 1-D-11:  IV.ii.1.D.14.a
	To add a block to discuss the location of in-service mental health treatment records. 

	Pages 1-D-11 and 1-D-12:  IV.ii.1.D.14.b
	To add a block to provide instructions on developing for in-service mental health treatment records.

Other Change:  To re-letter the subsequent blocks in this topic.

	Page 1-D-15:  IV.ii.1.D.14.g
	To note that in-service mental health treatment records cannot be requested through the Personnel Information Exchange System (PIES). 

	Page 1-D-21:  IV.ii.1.D.15.b
	To show that requests for stressor corroboration for U.S. Marine Corps (USMC) veterans who served during the Vietnam Era should be sent to the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA).
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Page 1-D-22:  IV.ii.1.D.15.b
	To update the contact information for the Marine Corps Archives and Special Collections.

	Page 1-D-23:  IV.ii.1.D.15.d
	To reflect that USMC unit records covering the Vietnam Era are now located at NARA.

	Page 1-D-24:  IV.ii.1.D.15.e
	To reflect that USMC unit records covering the Vietnam Era are now located at NARA.

	Page 2-A-2:  IV.ii.2.A.1.a
	· To indicate that when chronic, unclaimed disabilities are noted in service treatment records (STRs), VA should consider soliciting a claim for service connection.

· To furnish references to M21-1MR and U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims decisions.

	Page 2-A-3:  IV.ii.2.A.1.b 
	To delete the existing Block b and replace it with instructions for soliciting claims for unclaimed, chronic disabilities noted in the STRs.

	Page 2-A-4 through 2-A-7:  IV.ii.2.A.1.c and IV.ii.2.A.1.d
	To revise the procedures for handling supplemental STRs in accordance with Fast Letter 08-37 (October 28, 2008).

Other Change:  To re-letter the subsequent block in this topic.

	Page 2-B-6:  IV.ii.2.B.3.i
	To clarify when active duty for training is considered active service.

	Page 2-B-13:  IV.ii.2.B.6.c
	To clarify the development of claims based on aggravation of a nonservice-connected (NSC) disability by an SC disability.

	Page 2-B-13:  IV.ii.2.B.6.d
	To clarify the information that must be included in the examiner’s report.

	Page 2-B-14:  IV.ii.2.B.6.e
	To note that the baseline level of NSC disability should be deducted from the current level even when the current level of the NSC disability is 100 percent. 
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Page 2-F-6:  IV.ii.2.F.25.e
	· To show 30 days as the response period for the return of VA Form 21-4192, Request for Employment Information in Connection with Claim for Disability Benefits.

· To note that VA Form 21-4192 should not be sent to the veteran’s last employer if it has been more than five years since the veteran last worked.

	Page 2-F-16:  IV.ii.2.F.27.h
	To indicate that an individual unemployability (IU) rating that is based on a single disability qualifies as a total rating for the purpose of establishing entitlement to Housebound benefits under 38 U.S.C. 1114(s).

	Page 2-F-32:  IV.ii.2.F.32.b
	To add the poverty threshold for 2007.

	Page 2-H-17:  IV.ii.2.H.40.b
	To add a block to reflect the change in the visual impairment requirement mandated by Public Law (PL) 110-157 for entitlement to Special Monthly Compensation (SMC) under 38 U.S.C. 1114(o).

Other Change:  To re-letter the subsequent blocks in this topic.

	Page 2-H-41:  IV.ii.2.H.46.a
	To note that an IU rating based on a single disability satisfies the requirement for a total rating under 38 U.S.C. 1114(s).

	Page 2-I-3:  IV.ii.2.I.47.d
	To reflect the enactment of PL 110-157 effective December 26, 2007. 

	Page 2-I-14:  IV.ii.2.I.52.g
	To add a block to discuss the change in the visual impairment requirement mandated by PL 110-157 for payment of SMC under 38 U.S.C. 1114(o).

	Page 2-J-3:  IV.ii.2.J.59.b 
	To clarify that prestabilization ratings under 38 CFR 4.28 should defer decisions on issues that require development or examination.

	Page 2-K-3:  IV.ii.2.K.66.b
	To state the change in the visual impairment criterion mandated by PL 110-157 for payment of compensation under 38 U.S.C. 1160.
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Page 2-K-3:  IV.ii.2.K.66.c
	To reflect the enactment of PL 110-157 effective December 26, 2007.

	

	Non-Substantive Changes (Reference, Verbiage, Pagination)

	Page 1-ii:  Table of Contents
	To reflect the repaginated topics in Section D.

	Page 1-A-4:  IV.ii.1.A.2.b
	To add a reference citation for V.iii.2.A.1.e for more information on Aid and Attendance benefits for spouses of veterans.

	Page 1-D-1:  Section D Overview
	To reflect the repaginated topics in Section D.

	Page 1-D-9:  IV.ii.1.D.13.k
	· To revise the text to conform to the language of III.iv.4.H.29.i regarding stressor corroboration.

· To update obsolete terminology.

· To add a reference to IV.ii.1.D.13.l for considering buddy statements.

	Page 1-D-13:  IV.ii.1.D.14.d and e
	To re-label the blocks to better reflect their content.

	Page 1-D-15:  IV.ii.1.D.14.g 
	To remove the reference citation of a rescinded M21-1 paragraph.

	Pages 2-i through 2-iv:  Table of Contents
	· To reflect the repaginated topics in Sections B and F.

· To reflect the new names of Topics 40 and 66.

	Page 2-A-1:  Section A Overview
	To reflect the repaginated Topic 2.

	Page 2-A-8:  IV.ii.2.A.1.c
	To add a reference citation for 38 CFR 3.156(c)(3).

	Page 2-B-1:  Section B Overview
	To reflect the repaginated topics in Section B.

	Page 2-F-1:  Section F Overview
	To reflect the repaginated topics in Section F.

	Page 2-F-11:  IV.ii.2.F.27.b
	To clarify the concept of average impairment in earning capacity.

	Pages 2-F-18 through 2-F-20:  IV.ii.2.F.28
	To reflect use of the Veterans Service Network (VETSNET).

	Page 2-H-1:  Overview
	To reflect the new name of Topic 40.

	Pages 2-H-16 through 2-H-23:  IV.ii.2.H.40
	To reflect the new name of Topic 40.
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Pages 2-J-16 and 2-J-19:  IV.ii.2.J.64 
	To reflect the use of the Share application.

	Pages 2-K-1 through 2-K-4
	· To reflect the new name of Topic 66.

· To replace the regulatory citation “38 CFR 3.383” with the statutory citation “38 U.S.C. 1160.”

	Page 2-K-5:  IV.ii.2.K.67.a
	To remove the reference citation of a rescinded M21-1 paragraph.

	Page 3-i:  Table of Contents
	To reflect the new name of Topic 2.

	Page 3-A-1:  Overview
	To reflect the new name of Topic 2.

	Pages 3-A-4 through 3-A-12:  IV.ii.3.A.2
	To reflect the new name of Topic 2.

	Page 3-A-10:  IV.ii.3.A.2.l
	To add a reference citation for the VETSNET User Guide.

	Page 3-A-11:  IV.ii.3.A.2.l
	To activate the M21-1MR hyperlink and remove “TBD” from the reference citation.

	Page 3-A-14:  IV.ii.3.A.3.b 
	To add a reference citation for Steltzel v. Mansfield for information on notification requirements for reduced evaluations.
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