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Custom Federal Regulations Service™ 
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Title 38, Parts 17, 46, 47, 51–53, 58–64, 70, 71, and 200 
 

Medical 
 

 

 
Supplement No. 130 

 
5 July 2020 

 
Covering the period of Federal Register issues 

through July 1, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 When Book I was originally prepared, it was current through final regulations published 

in the Federal Register of 15 January 2000.  These supplemental materials are designed to keep 

your regulations up to date.  You should file the attached pages immediately, and record the fact 

that you did so on the Supplement Filing Record which is at page I-8 of Book I, Medical.   
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  To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials,  

  it is important that you follow these simple procedures: 
 
 1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt.  
 
 2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page I-8) to 
be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any 
supplements, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address 
listed on page I-2. 
 
 3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing 
Record sheet (page I-8)—the date filed, name/initials of filer, and date 
through which the Federal Register is covered. 
 
 4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have 
more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in 
chronological order, lower number first.    
 
 5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of 
the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing 
error. 
 
 6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 
removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later. 
 

 
 
 
 To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the 
pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the 
corresponding pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  
Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material 
(reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed without 
addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)—in these cases the 
word None will appear in the appropriate column.   
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Do not file this supplement until you confirm that  
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Be sure to complete the  

Supplement Filing Record (page I-9)  

when you have finished filing this material. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 

Book I, Supplement No. 130 

July 5, 2020 

 

 Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of 

regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of 

text. Thus, if you are reading §17.100, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: 

“Supplement Highlights references—37(1).” This means that paragraph 1 of the Highlights 

section in Supplement No. 37 contains information about the changes made in §17.100. By 

keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all 

substantive changes in the text of the regulations. 

 Supplement frequency: Beginning 1 January 2000, supplements for this Book I will be 

issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 

38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued. 

 

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 

 1. On 5 June 2020, the VA published an interim final rule effective that same day, to 

revise its regulations that govern VA's Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family 

Caregivers (PCAFC) to relax the requirement for in-person home visits during the National 

Emergency related to Coronavirus Disease-2019 (COVID-19). This change is required to ensure 

the safety and well-being of veterans, caregivers, and VA clinical staff.  Changes: 

• Added §71.60. 
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71.50-1 §71.50— Provision of certain counseling, training, and mental health         71.50-1 
  services to certain family members of veterans 

(No. 62  6/5/11) 

§71.50  Provision of certain counseling, training, and mental health services to certain 

family members of veterans. 

(a) Benefits provided under this section. VA will provide consultation, professional 

counseling, marriage and family counseling, training, and mental health services to a family 

member when necessary in connection with the treatment of a disability for which the veteran is 

receiving treatment through VA. For the purposes of this section, provision of a benefit is “in 

connection with the treatment” of a veteran's disability if, in the clinical judgment of a VA 

medical professional who is providing treatment to the veteran, the provision of the benefit to the 

family member would further the objectives of the veteran's medical treatment plan. The listed 

benefits provided under this section are to be provided within the following guidelines:  

(1) All benefits will consist of psychotherapy, counseling, training, or education; 

VA will not provide prescriptions or medications to family members. VA also will not provide 

inpatient services under this section.  

(2) This section does not authorize the provision of clinical evaluation or 

treatment that is not necessary in connection with the veteran's treatment or that involves 

treatment other than consultation, professional counseling, marriage and family counseling, 

training, and mental health services.  

(3) Marriage and family counseling includes services to help the veteran address 

mental health issues, manage physical health problems, and strengthen environmental supports as 

specified in the veteran's treatment plan. It also includes interventions to reduce the negative 

impact for the veteran of mental illnesses or other medical conditions in family members.  

(b) Definition of family member. For the purpose of this section, which provides certain 

benefits and services to eligible family members, a family member is:  

(1) A person related to the veteran by birth or marriage who lives with the veteran 

or has regular personal contact with the veteran;  

(2) The veteran's legal guardian or surrogate;  

(3) A Primary or Secondary Family Caregiver or a General Caregiver; or  

(4) The individual in whose household the veteran has certified an intention to 

live.  



71.50-2 §71.50— Provision of certain counseling, training, and mental health         71.50-2 
  services to certain family members of veterans 

(No. 62  6/5/11) 

 

(c) Family members or caregivers who need treatment not related to the treatment of the 

veteran. Where a VA clinician believes that medical care or services are needed for a family 

member but cannot provide benefits under this section because such need is not necessary in 

connection with the treatment of the veteran, VA may refer such family member to an 

appropriate provider in the community, so that the family member may obtain care through other 

health coverage including care to which a Primary or Secondary Family Caregiver may be 

eligible under this part.  

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1720G, 1782) 

 

[76 FR 26176, May 5, 2011] 

 

 Supplement Highlights references:  62(1). 
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(No. 130  7/5/20) 

§71.60  Home Visits During COVID-19 National Emergency. 

Notwithstanding the requirements in this part, for the duration of the National Emergency 

related to COVID-19 declared by the President on March 13, 2020, VA may complete visits to 

the eligible veteran's home under this part through videoconference or other available telehealth 

modalities. 

 

[85 FR 34524, June 5, 2020] 

 

 Supplement Highlights references:  130(1). 
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