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CHAPTER 25. Invitation to Claims for Disability Insurance Benefits After Death of Insured
	Subsection
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25.01
GENERAL

a. When it is determined that an insured who is deceased was eligible for Disability Insurance benefits prior to his or her death, the beneficiary(ies) of the policy are eligible to receive the benefits.

b. Upon adjudication of the claim for the proceeds of the insurance, the Claims Examiner (CE) or Claims Adjustment Technician (CAT) will determine whether or not a claim for Disability Insurance benefits should be invited/approved.

1. If the evidence of record is sufficient to prove total disability, the disability insurance benefits will be approved without further development.
2. If the evidence of record is not sufficient to prove total disability, the CE or CAT will send a letter and VA Form 29-357 to the beneficiary(ies).

25.02
SITUATIONS IN WHICH A CLAIM SHOULD NOT BE INVITED 
           REGARDLESS OF AGE

a. The premiums were already being waived at the time of the Veteran's death.

b. The insurance was paid up more than one year prior to the date of a Veteran's death. (Exception: If a TDIP Rider was in force at the time of death.)

c. The insurance lapsed more than one year prior to the date of the Veteran's death and the full proceeds were paid under the extended insurance provision.

25.03
INSURED'S AGE ON THE DATE OF DEATH

Disability Insurance benefits are granted only if the onset of the disability occurred prior to the insured's 65th birthday. When determining whether or not a claim for disability should be invited, the following factors will be considered:
a. If, upon death, the insured was age 65 or under, and none of the situations described in paragraph 25.02 existed, then a claim should be invited even if there is no indication of the date of onset of the chronic condition.

b. If, upon death, the insured was over age 65, and none of the situations described in paragraph 25.02 existed, then a claim should be invited if and only if the medical evidence indicates that the onset of the chronic condition occurred prior to the insured's 65th birthday. If the insured was under age 70, and the evidence indicates that the condition has been chronic for "years", that will be sufficient indication to invite a claim.

25.04
LAPSED INSURANCE

a. If the insurance lapsed within one year of the date of death and none of the situations described in paragraph 25.02 existed, then a claim should be invited.

b. If the insurance lapsed over one year prior to the date of death and none of the situations described in paragraph 25.02 existed, the case should be referred to the Live Claims section for possible invitation.

