AGE OF MAJORITY

LIST OF STATES AND TERRITORIES

The following table shows the age of majority and minimum age of emancipation for the United States and related territories.

NOTE 1:   Unless otherwise noted, all ages refer to both male and female. 

NOTE 2:  References to military enlistment are for age 17, the minimum age for military duty.

NOTE 3:  Self- support refers to evidence which shows that the person is financially independent of and out of their parental household.

NOTE 4:   Emancipation age and determination method reflect the minimum age and the method of proof (i.e. court order, military enlistment, marriage, case by case, court order, etc.)

NOTE 5:  No specific age means there is no general emancipation statute in the state referenced.  Factors to consider: (1) marriage, (2) reaching the age of majority, (3) entering military service, (4) court order, or (5) through parental consent.  

	State or Territory
	Age of Majority

(This is the age at which an individual is considered an adult.)
	Minimum Age of Emancipation 

(Emancipation is when certain rights of adulthood are granted to a person who is under the age of majority)
	Determination Method for Emancipation

(The evidence that the emancipated minor needs to submit to prove emancipation.)

	Alabama
	19

Code of Ala.

§ 26-1-1(a)
	18

Code of Ala.

§ 26-13-1
	Court Order

	Alaska
	18

Ala. Stat. § 25.20.010


	16

Ala. Stat. § 09.55.590


	Court Order

	Arizona
	18

A.R.S. § 1-215 (19)
	16

A.R.S. § 12-2451(A)
	Court Order

(i.e. proof of self-support*)



	Arkansas
	18

A.C.A § 9-25-101(a)
	16

A.C.A. § 9-26-104
	Court Order


	California
	18

Cal. Fam. Code  

§   6500
	14

Cal Fam. Code § 

7120 and 7002
	Court Order

Marriage

Military Enlistment*

	Colorado

	21

C.R.S. § 2-4-401(6)


	No specific age*

C.R.S. § 19-1-103(8) & (45); C.R.S. § 19-2-511 
	Marriage

Military Enlistment*

Self-support*

	Connecticut
	18

Conn. Gen. 1-1d
	16

Conn. Gen. 46b-150
	Marriage

Military Enlistment*

Self-support*/Good Cause (with court order)

	Delaware
	18 

1 DEL. C. § 701
	Individual court case-by-case decision 
	None



	District of Columbia
	18

D.C. Code § 46-101
	Individual court case-by-case decision
	None

	Florida
	18

Fla. Stat. 743.07
	16

Fla. Stat. 743.01

Fla. Stat, 743-015


	Marriage

Court Order



	Georgia
	18

O.C.G.A. § 39-1-1
	16

O.C.G.A.§15-11-720


	Marriage

Military Enlistment*

Court Order



	Guam
	18

7 GCA§ 39102(b)

7 GCA § 39A102(a)


	17

19 GCA § 4A101(e)

19 GCA § 3102

	Marriage



	Hawaii
	18

HRS § 577-1


	16

(15 if the parties have “written approval” from the family court)

HRS § 572-1

HRS § 577-25
	Marriage

	Idaho
	18

Idaho Code 
§ 32-101
	No specific age*

Idaho Code  

§41-1807


	Marriage

	Illinois
	18

755 ILCS 5/11-1
	16

750 ILCS 30/3-2

750 ILCS 30/5
	Court Order



	Indiana
	19

Burns Ind. Code Ann. § 31-16-6-6(a)


	18

Burns Ind. Code Ann. § 31-16-6-6

	Court Order

Marriage

Military Enlistment*

Not a school child for prior four months 



	Iowa
	18

Iowa Code 599.1
	16

Iowa Code 

§ 232C.1 and
§ 232C.3

§ 599.1


	Court Order

Marriage

Conviction as an adult



	Kansas
	18

K.S.A. § 38-101
	16

K.S.A. § 38-101
	Marriage



	Kentucky
	18

KRS § 2.015
	No specific age*

KRS § 403.213
	Marriage

Court Order

Proof of Self-Support*

Parental Consent



	Louisiana
	18

La.C.C. Art. 29
	15 or 16

La. C.C. Art. 368

La.C.C. Art. 366

La. C.C. Art. 367

LA. R.S. § 46:445


	Parental Consent (Age 15)

Court Order (Age 16)

Marriage 



	Maine
	18

1 M.R.S. § 72(1) & 73


	16

19-A M.R.S. § 652

15 M.R.S. § 3506-A


	Marriage

Court Order

	Maryland
	18

Md. General Provisions Code Ann. § 1-401 
	15 to 17

Md. Family Law Code Ann. § 2-301


	Military Enlistment* 

Marriage (if self-supporting*)

Pregnancy (if self-supporting*)



	Massachusetts
	18

ALM. GL. CH. 231 § 85P
	No Specific Age*

Mas. App. Cy. Apr. 1, 1991), 30 Mass. App. Ct. 418, 569 N.E.2d 406, 1991 Mass. App. Lexis 214.
	Court Order

	Michigan
	18

MCLS § 722.1(a)
	16

MCLS § 722.4 and

§ 722.4c(2)(b) 


	Marriage

Military Enlistment*

Court Order

	Minnesota
	18

Minn. Stat. 

§ 645.45


	Individual court case-by-case decision
	None

	Mississippi
	21

Miss. Code Ann.

 § 1-3-21 & §1-3-27

	No specific age*

Miss. Code Ann. 

§ 93-19-3 and § 93-11-65(8) 

See child support statutes)
	Court Order 

Marriage

Military Enlistment*

Convicted of a felony with a 2year sentence

Stops school at age 18

Cohabitation with another without parental consent

self-supported* and not in school 

	Missouri
	18

Common Law unless an exception applies under Mo. Rev. Stat. § 452.340.4 and 452.340.5
17 

Mo. Rev. Stat. 

§ 442.040.3
 (child support statutes)


	No specific age*
Mo. Rev. Stat. § 452.340

(See Comment)
	Marriage

Express or implied parental consent

Military Enlistment*



	Montana
	18

§ 41-1-101, MCA

§ 41-3-102(6), MCA 
	16

41-1-501, MCA

§ 40-6-234(2), MCA

§ 41-3-102 (15), MCA


	Court Order and
Proof of Self-Support*

Marriage 

Limited emancipation – (see 41-1-501 for additional information)

	Nebraska
	19

R.R.S. Neb. 

§ 43-2101
	No specific age*

R.R.S. Neb. § 43-2101


	Marriage (including Common Law)

Military Enlistment*

Court Order

	Nevada
	18

Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 129.010


	16

Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 129.080 and 129.090
	Marriage

Court Order



	New Hampshire
	21

RSA § 21-B:1
	No specific age*

RSA §132:32(IV)


	Marriage

Court Order

Military Enlistment*

Parental Consent



	New Jersey
	18

N.J. Stat. 

§ 9-17B-1

N.J. Stat. 

§ 9-17B-3
	No specific age* other than under 18 (General Provisions)

N.J. Stat. § 2C:25-19(e)

	Marriage

Military Enlistment*

Pregnant or had a child

Court Order or Administrative agency determination 



	New Mexico
	18

N. M. Stat.

Ann. 28-6-1


	16 or older

N. M. Stat. Ann. 32A-21-3
	Marriage

Military Enlistment*

Court Order



	New York
	18

NY CLS Dom Rel §2

NY CLS Gen Oblig. §1-202
	Individual court case-by-case decision
	None

	North Carolina
	18

N.C. Gen Stat. 

§ 48A-2
	16

N.C. Gen. Stat. §7B-3500
	Court Order

	North Dakota
	18

N.D. Cent. Code § 14-10-01

Also see N.D. Cent. Code § 14-09-20: 

End of parental authority


	16

N.D. Cent. 

Code § 14-09-20

N.D. Cent. 

Code § 14-09-20


	Marriage

Court Order

Proof of Self-Support*

	Ohio
	18

ORC Ann. 3109.01
	Individual court case-by-case decision
	None

	Oklahoma
	18

15 OKL. St § 13.  
	No specific age*
	Court Order

Marriage

	Oregon
	18

ORS. §109.510
	No Specific age*

ORS § 109.520

ORS § 419B.552


	Marriage

Court Order



	Pennsylvania
	21

1 Pa.C.S. § 1991 


	No specific age*
	Marriage

Military Enlistment*



	Puerto Rico
	21

31 L.P.R.A § 971


	No specific age*

31 L.P.R.A § 901(2)

31 L.P.R.A. § 912 & 9139

31 L.P.R.A. §91
	Marriage

Court Order 

Parental Consent after 18



	Rhode Island
	18

R.I. Gen. Laws 

§ 15-12-1
	Individual court case-by-case decision

Pardey v. American Ship Windlass Co. 34 A. 737 (1896)

	None

	South Carolina
	18

S.C. Code Ann. 

§ 15-1-320
	No specific age*

S.C. Code Ann. § 63-3-530(17)
	Court Order

Marriage 

Self-Support*



	South Dakota
	18

S.D. Codified Laws §26-1-1


	16S.D. Codified Laws 

§25-5-24 and §25-5-26 and §25-5-19; §26-2-1 et. seq. and §26-2-3.


	Marriage

Military enlistment*

Court Order

Parental Consent



	Tennessee
	18

Tenn. Code Ann. 

§ 1-3-105(1)
	No specific age*

Tenn. Code Ann. 

§ 29-31-101


	Court Order



	Texas
	18

Tex. Civ. Prac. & Rem. Code

§129.001
	16 or 17

Tex. Fam. Code

§31.001; §31.005; §31.006; §1.104


	Proof of Self Support* at 16

Resident status with

Court Order at 17

Marriage



	Utah
	18

Utah Code Ann.  

§78B-12-219

Utah Code Ann.   
§30-1-9

 
	16

Utah Code Ann. §78A-6-803(1)(a)

(Utah Code Ann.  

§78B-12-219)

(Utah Code Ann. 

§ 78A-6-803 & 

§78A-6-804)


	Marriage 

Court Order 



	Vermont
	18

1 V.S.A. §173


	16

12 V.S.A.  §7151(b)(1) and §7155


	Marriage 

Military enlistment*
Court Order

Proof of Self-Support* with High School Diploma or GED certification



	Virgin Islands
	18

16 V.I.C. § 261
	16

16 V.I.C. §221 

16 V.I.C. §231

16 V.I.C. §241

16 V.I.C. §251

16 V.I.C. §254

16 V.I.C. §232


	Marriage 

Court Order

Parental Consent 



	Virginia
	18

Va. Code Ann. 

§ 1-204
	16 

Va. Code Ann. 

§ 16.1-331 

and 

§ 16.1-333
	Court Order

Marriage

Military Enlistment*

Proof of Self Support*



	Washington
	18

Rev. Code. Wash. 

§ 26.28.010


	16

Rev. Code. Wash. §13.64.010 

and 

§13.64.020
	Court Order

	West Virginia
	18 

W.Va. Code §2-2-10


	16

W.Va. Code 

§49-4-115
	Married

Court Order with proof of Self-Support*

	Wisconsin
	18

Wis. Stat. 990.01(3)
	16 

Wis. Stat. 765.02
	Marriage

	Wyoming
	18

Wyo. Stat. 

§ 14-1-101


	17

Wyo. Stat. 

§ 14-1-201

§ 14-1-202

§ 14-01-203
	Marriage

Military Enlistment*

Proof of Self-Support*

with parental consent to live apart from parents




