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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of M21-1MR, Part V, Subpart iii, “Authorization Issues.”

Note:  M21-1MR will retain information related to the Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) until it is no longer operational, since Veterans Service Network (VETSNET) does not yet permit processing of all types of benefit transactions.  For information on Veterans Service Network (VETSNET) applications and input, consult the VETSNET Awards Handbook on the Compensation and Pension Service Intranet.


	Reason(s) for the change
	Location of the revision
	Page number(s)

	Substantive Changes (Policy and Procedural Changes)

	To note the need for due process procedures when a change in the Social Security rate used results in a decreased pension rate.
	Part V, Subpart iii, Chapter 1, Section A, Topic 4, Block d (V.iii.1.A.4.d)
	1-A-16

	To revise the example Result to show that $80 interest income is counted from April 1, 2005, and $90 is counted from April 1, 2006.
	V.iii.1.E.33.g
	1-E-21

	To delete the example’s final paragraph regarding removal of irregular income.
	V.iii.1.E.33.k
	1-E-24

	To revise the example Result to show that the period July 1, 2007, through June 30, 2008, is the surviving spouse’s initial period for the purposes of claiming medical expenses.
	V.iii.1.E.34.k
	1-E-34
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Reason(s) for the change
	Location of the revision
	Page number(s)

	· To reflect that Medicare Part D premiums are allowable medical expenses.

· To note that a beneficiary may be paying Medicare premiums even if he/she is not eligible for Social Security monetary benefits.
	· V.iii.1.G.42.c 

· V.iii.1.G.43.f

· V.iii.1.G.43.l

· V.iii.1.G.44.a

· V.iii.1.G.45.d

· V.iii.1.G.45.i
	· 1-G-7

· 1-G-12

· 1-G-15

· 1-G-18

· 1-G-34 

· 1-G-36

	To reflect that the note also applies to beneficiaries who are determined to be Housebound.
	V.iii.1.G.43.d
	1-G-10

	To reflect that provider proof is not required for Medicare Part D premiums.
	V.iii.1.G.45.o
	1-G-41

	To clarify the note regarding income development when there is a break in pension entitlement.
	V.iii.1.H.52.k
	1-H-7

	To add a block clarifying that only the interest should be counted from a non-retirement annuity that is purchased from funds already considered as part of net worth or a conversion of assets.

Note:  The subsequent blocks in this topic are re-lettered.
	V.iii.1.I.56.e
	1-I-4

	To note that payments excluded from income by Federal law will not be counted as income for VA purposes.  
	· V.iii.1.I.58.a

· V.iii.1.I.66.a

· V.iii.1.I.66.b
	· 1-I-11

· 1-I-37

· 1-I-38

	To replace the instructions to contact 212B with hyperlinks to lists of State homes recognized by VA.
	V.iii.1.I.61.b
	1-I-20
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Reason(s) for the change
	Location of the revision
	Page number(s)

	To note that only the interest from a conversion of assets is considered income.
	V.iii.1.I.64.a
	1-I-28

	· To delete the Note, as an assisted living facility does not qualify as a “nursing facility” under 42 U.S.C. 1396r.

· To add references for identifying Medicaid-approved facilities and accessing the Medicaid policy for residential care settings.
	V.iii.3.2.b
	3-2

	To note that a beneficiary may waive the 60-day due process period by requesting an immediate reduction in payments.
	V.iii.3.4.g
	3-7

	To reflect that the instructions also apply when a Medicaid application in pending.
	V.iii.3.4.h
	3-7 and 3-8  

	To clarify when to pay the $90 rate in an original or reopened award involving Medicaid-covered nursing care.
	V.iii.3.5.b
	3-9

	To add a block to provide an example of an original pension award involving a pending Medicaid application.
	V.iii.3.5.c
	3-10

	To delete an inaccurate Note.
	V.iii.3.7.i
	3-16

	To note that a beneficiary may waive the 60-day due process period by requesting an immediate reduction in payments.
	V.iii.3.9.e
	3-20
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Reason(s) for the change
	Location of the revision
	Page number(s)

	To note that action to award the $90 Medicaid rate need not be deferred if the beneficiary requests an immediate reduction in connection with an election of Improved Pension.
	V.iii.3.9.g
	3-21

	To state that an apportionee should be sent a blank Eligibility Verification Report that does not contain the primary beneficiary’s address.
	V.iii.7.A.5.f
	7-A-12

	

	Non-Substantive Changes (Editorial, Verbiage, Pagination Changes)

	· To capitalize the word “Veteran.”

· To remove reference citations for rescinded M21-1 paragraphs.

· To reflect the use of the Share application. 

· To add reference citations for the VETSNET Awards Handbook, as needed.

· To change “SHARE” to “Share.”

· To revise the headings of certain blocks to better reflect their content.

· To change the term “Pension Maintenance Center” to “Pension Management Center.”
	Throughout this revision.
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Reason(s) for the change
	Location of the revision
	Page number(s)

	To reflect the repagination or renaming of topics.
	Throughout this revision.
	· 1-i

· 1-ii

· 1-iii

· 1-A-1
· 1-A-18 through 1-A-38
· 1-E-1

· 1-I-1

· 3-i

	To correct M21-1MR reference citations.
	· V.iii.1.A.1.c
· V.iii.1.B.10.g

· V.iii.1.B.13.a
	· 1-A-4
· 1-B-9

· 1-B-17

	To correct the spelling of “time.”
	V.iii.1.A.4.e
	1-A-17

	To add an M21-1MR reference citation.
	V.iii.1.E.30.b
	1-E-8

	To clarify the Important note.
	V.iii.1.E.31.a
	1-E-10

	To add M21-1MR reference citations for Veteran-married-to-Veteran cases.
	· V.iii.1.F.37.b

· V.iii.4.2.b
	· 1-F-3

· 4-5

	To replace VA Form 119, Report of Contact, with VA Form 21-0820b, Report of Nursing Home or Assisted Living Information, because VA Form 119 is no longer used.
	· V.iii.1.G.43.b

· V.iii.1.G.45.b

· V.iii.1.G.45.i
	· 1-G-9

· 1-G-33
· 1-G-36

	To change “deduction” to “premiums.”
	V.iii.1.G.43.f
	1-G-12

	· To divide the contents of Block j into two blocks for clarity.

· To re-letter the subsequent blocks in this topic.
	V.iii.1.G.45.j
	1-G-38 and 1-G-39

	To add a reference citation for a Medicaid website.
	V.iii.2.B.4.a
	2-B-2
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	Reason(s) for the change
	Location of the revision
	Page number(s)

	To replace the instructions on confirming the status of Medicaid coverage with an M21-1MR hyperlink.
	V.iii.3.2.d
	3-3

	To clarify the text regarding pending Medicaid applications.
	V.iii.3.4.e  
	3-6

	To add an M21-1MR reference citation.
	V.iii.3.4.f
	3-7

	To delete the obsolete instructions on Medicaid coverage that began before 1990 or 1992.
	· V.iii.3.5.b

· V.iii.3.6.c
	· 3-9

· 3-12


	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Thomas J. Murphy, Director

Compensation Service


	Distribution
	RPC:  2068
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