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	Changes Included in This Revision


	The table below describes the changes included in this revision to M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart iii, Chapter 5, “Relationship and Dependency.”

Notes:  

· M21-1MR will retain some information related to the Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) until it is no longer operational.  For information on Veterans Service Network (VETSNET) applications and input, consult the VETSNET User Guides on the Compensation and Pension Service Intranet.

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· remove references to rescinded portions of M21-1

· update obsolete terminology where appropriate (for example: change service medical records (SMRs) to service treatment records (STRs); change Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) to Share; and change Work in Progress (WIPP) to VETSNET Operations Report (VOR)), and 

· bring the chapters into conformance with M21-1MR publication standards.


	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Substantive Changes (Policy and Procedure)

	Page 5-A-3:  Part III, Subpart iii, Chapter 5, Section A, Topic 1, Block c
	· To clarify that a surviving spouse may receive additional DIC for children.

· To include an additional regulatory reference for considering dependents’ income for pension purposes.

	Page 5-A-12:  III.iii.5.A.3.c
	To add a note that the table is not an all-inclusive list of situations requiring administrative decisions.


Continued on next page
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	 STYLEREF "Block Label"  (continued)


	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Page 5-B-3:  III.iii.5.B.5.d
	· To replace reference to use of a BDN dependency development letter with the term, locally created letter.

· To add bulleted notes that development of discrepant dependency information should be undertaken if it cannot be resolved through review of the evidence of record and that some development may be done by telephone.

	Page 5-B-4:  III.iii.5.B.5.f
	To add a note that a claimant with an APO or FPO mailing address may be considered to reside in a state if he or she reports a U.S. city as the home of record.

	Page 5-B-7:  III.iii.5.B.6.a
	To add links to the manual reference for developing nonfederal records and to the web site for addresses to request public records of vital statistics.

	Page 5-B-9:  III.iii.5.B.7.b
	To add a note about applying the standards of the state of jurisdiction when determining the validity of a divorce.

	Page 5-B-16:  

III.iii.5.B.10.a
	To include a note that information acceptable by telephone includes certain statements of marital status. 

	Page 5-C-8:  III.iii.5.C.14.a
	To correct the effective date from which Pennsylvania no longer recognized new common law marriages.

	Page 5-E-3:  III.iii.5.E.20.b
	To add a note that a surviving spouse’s statement of marital status may be accepted without documentation if the statement does not contain conflicting information.
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	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Page 5-E-14:  

· III.iii.5.E.25.a

· III.iii.5.E.25.c
	· To revise the criteria for continuous cohabitation determinations based on a court decision.  Continuous cohabitation generally exists unless the claimant intended to desert the Veteran.

· To revise the note and replace the old requirement that the spouse was without fault in the separation with a new requirement that the spouse did not intend to desert the Veteran.

	Page 5-E-15:  III.iii.5.E.25.f
	To remove the references to using BDN-generated development letters for continuous cohabitation.

	Page 5-E-18:  III.iii.5.E.26.c
	To remove a reference to dependency development via a BDN 204 screen and include an option for telephone development.

	Page 5-F-14:  

· III.iii.5.F.34.f

· III.iii.5.F.34.g
	· To transfer information from V.iii.4 about notification to a fiduciary when a child’s benefits are adversely affected due to a change in status of another child’s award.

· To transfer an example from V.iii.4 about notification and adjustment of a child’s award.

	Page 5-F-18:  

· III.iii.5.F.36.c

· III.iii.5.F.36.d
	· To change the CFR reference from 3.660(a)(2) to 3.500.

· To remove the word, “running,” from the criteria for the adjusted award.

· To add a note that the term, “running award,” as contained in 38 CFR 3.660(a)(2), does not apply to reductions for loss of dependents.

To remove the bulleted reference to loss of a dependent before benefits are paid.  The effective date of adjustment is no different if the adjustment is made before or after benefits have been initiated.

	Page 5-G-19:  III.iii.5.G.42.d
	· To revise first bullet to request a birth certificate with the names of both parents.

· To revise the third bullet to include a child between the age of 18 and 23 and in school.
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iii

Transmittal Sheet, Continued

	(continued)


	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Page 5-H-3:  III.iii.5.H.43.d
	To remove the entry, “name if consolidated award,” from the suggested annotation to be included on the award document.

	Page 5-H-4:  III.iii.5.H.43.f
	To remove the item about a child’s consolidated award since consolidated awards will not be processed through VETSNET.

	Page 5-H-5:  III.iii.5.H.43.g
	To remove the entry, “name if consolidated award,” from the suggested annotation to be included on the award document.

	Page 5-K-4:  III.iii.5.K.63.a
	· To clarify the information in the table and specify that the pending diary is cleared whether or not the verification information is consistent with the master record information.

· To specify that EP 692 is cleared whether or not the verification information is consistent with master record information.

	Page 5-K-11:  III.iii.5.K.65.a
	To amend Step 6 and provide for a six-month period of suspension of benefits before input of a termination.  This will avoid processing overpayments if a claimant does respond with the necessary evidence.

	Page 5-K-12:  III.iii.5.K.66.b
	To eliminate the duplicate actions in Step 1 of sending a letter back to the same address from which an undeliverable letter has already been returned.

	Page 5-K-14:  III.iii.5.K.67.a 
	To remove prior step-by-step instructions to add dependency information to the M16 screen in BDN via the CORR command.  The deleted instructions are replaced with general procedures to update dependency information in the corporate record via Share.


Continued on next page
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	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Non-Substantive Changes (Editorial, Verbiage, Pagination)

	Page 5-ii
	To update page numbers on Table of Contents

	Page 5-iii
	To revise the title of Topic 67

	Page 5-B-5:  III.iii.5.B.6.a
	To remove a reference to development of dependency evidence via BDN.  BDN is being phased out as VETSNET and MAP-D is the preferred medium for development.

	Page 5-B-7:  III.iii.5.B.6.b
	To remove an option for dependency development via BDN.

	Page 5.B.9:  III.iii.5.B.7.a
	To indicate telephone development can be used to request dependency evidence and to remove a reference to using BDN for dependency development.

	Page 5-B-10:  

· III.iii.5.B.7.c

· III.iii.5.B.7.d
	· To add a reference link to information about interlocutory marriages.

· To add a reference link to the MAP-D User Guide.

	Page 5-B-11:  III.iii.5.B.8.a
	To add a reference link to the MAP-D User Guide.

	Page 5-C-7:  III.iii.5.C.13.b
	To remove the bulleted item about using BDN to develop for evidence of a common law marriage.  Replaced with reference to use of MAP-D.

	Page 5-F-4:  III.iii.5.F.31.b
	To replace guidance for use of the BDN 204 screen development with use of a MAP-D development letter.

	Page 5-F-9:  III.iii.5.F.33.b
	To replace guidance for use of the BDN 204 screen development with use of a MAP-D development letter.

	Page 5-F-12:  III.iii.5.F.34.a
	To include a link to the VETSNET Awards User Guide.

	Page 5-G-11:  III.iii.5.G.40.f
	To include a link to the VETSNET Awards User Guide.

	Page 5-H-3:

· III.iii.5.H.43.d

· III.iii.5.H.43.e
	To replace the term “terminate,” with the term  “discontinue,” for stopping benefits.

	Page 5-H-4:  III.iii.5.H.43.f
	To replace the term “terminate,” with the term  “discontinue,” for stopping benefits.
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	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Page 5-I-3:  III.iii.5.I.45.e
	To replace guidance for use of the BDN 204 screen development with use of a MAP-D development letter.

	Page 5-I-15:  III.iii.5.I.50.h
	To replace guidance for use of the BDN 204 screen development with use of a MAP-D development letter.

	Page 5-I-22:  III.iii.5.I.52.g
	To replace guidance for use of the BDN 204 screen development with use of a MAP-D development letter.

	Page 5-J-4:  III.iii.5.J.53.e
	To replace guidance for use of the BDN 204 screen development with use of a MAP-D development letter.

	Page 5-K-2:  III.iii.5.K.62.a
	To change a reference from BDN to VETSNET.

	Page 5-K-14:  III.iii.5.K.67
	To revise the topic title from Updating the BDN to Updating the Corporate Record.


Continued on next page
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	The following blocks were revised to clarify the block titles.

· III.iii.5.A.1.c

· III.iii.5.F.32.d

· III.iii.5.J.53.e

· III.iii.5.A.1.d

· III.iii.5.F.33.c

· III.iii.5.J.53.g

· III.iii.5.A.1.3

· III.iii.5.F.35.a

· III.iii.5.J.54.a

· III.iii.5.A.1.f

· III.iii.5.A.1.g

· III.iii.5.A.1.h

· III.iii.5.A.1.i

· III.iii.5.A.1.j

· III.iii.5.A.2.b

· III.iii.5.F.35.d

· III.iii.5.F.35.e

· III.iii.5.F.36.b

· III.iii.5.G.41.e

· III.iii.5.H.43.b

· III.iii.5.H.43.d

· III.iii.5.J.54.d

· III.iii.5.J.55.a

· III.iii.5.J.55.c

· III.iii.5.J.57.a

· III.iii.5.J.58.a

· III.iii.5.J.58.b

· III.iii.5.A.4.b

· III.iii.5.H.43.e

· III.iii.5.J.58.c

· III.iii.5.A.4.c

· III.iii.5.A.4.d

· III.iii.5.B.5.c

· III.iii.5.H.44.e

· III.iii.5.I.45.d

· III.iii.5.I.46.b

· III.iii.5.J.35.d

· III.iii.5.J.61.a

· III.iii.5.J.61.b

· III.iii.5.B.5.d

· III.iii.5.I.47.a

· III.iii.5.J.61.c

· III.iii.5.B.6.a

· III.iii.5.C.12.g

· III.iii.5.C.12.h

· III.iii.5.C.13.b

· III.iii.5.C.16.b

· III.iii.5.C.17.b

· III.iii.5.E.20.d

· III.iii.5.E.25.d

· III.iii.5.F.31.a

· III.iii.5.F.31.b

· III.iii.5.F.31.c

· III.iii.5.I.47.b

· III.iii.5.I.48.b

· III.iii.5.I.48.c

· III.iii.5.I.50.d

· III.iii.5.I.50.i

· III.iii.5.I.52.b

· III.iii.5.I.52.f

· III.iii.5.I.52.h

· III.iii.5.J.53.b

· III.iii.5.J.53.c

· III.iii.5.J.53.d

· III.iii.5.J.61.e

· III.iii.5.K.62.c

· III.iii.5.K.63.e

· III.iii.5.K.64.b

· III.iii.5.K.64.c

· III.iii.5.K.64.d

· III.iii.5.K.64.e

· III.iii.5.K.65.a

· III.iii.5.K.67.a




Continued on next page

vii

Transmittal Sheet, Continued

	Rescissions
	


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Thomas J. Murphy, Director

Compensation and Pension Service


	Distribution
	RPC:  2068

FD:  EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)

LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED


viii

PAGE  

