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Section C.  Jurisdiction Over Education and Rehabilitation Claims

 PRIVATE INFOTYPE="OTHER" Overview

	In this Section
	This section contains the following topics:


	Section
	Section Name
	See Page

	9
	Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E)  
	5-C-2

	10
	Chapters 30, 32, 33, and 1606 and Section 903 
	5-C-3

	11
	Section 901 and Chapter 35 Dependents’ Educational Assistance (DEA) 
	5-C-4


9.  Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E) 

 PRIVATE INFOTYPE="OTHER" 
	Introduction
	This topic contains information on 38 U.S.C. Chapter 31 Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E), including

· processing applications for VR&E under 38 U.S.C. Chapter 31

· jurisdiction of the Counseling/Evaluation/ Rehabilitation (CER) folder after entrance into training, and

· jurisdiction of the CER folder if the prior participant is now employed by VA.


	Change Date
	September 2, 2010


	a.  Processing Applications for VR&E Under 38 U.S.C. Chapter 31
	The office having jurisdiction over the geographical area where the Veteran resides processes applications under 38 U.S.C. Chapter 31, Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E).

Processing includes

· development of the application

· determination of eligibility and entitlement

· preparation of the Counseling/Evaluation/ Rehabilitation (CER) folder and other related folders, and

· determination of the need for, and completion of, counseling.


	b.  Jurisdiction of the CER Folder After Entrance into Training
	The office having jurisdiction over the geographical area where the Veteran receives training maintains the CER folder once the Veteran enters Chapter 31 training.

Reference:  For more information, see M28-2, Part I, 1.01.


	c.  Jurisdiction of the CER Folder If the Prior Participant Is Now Employed by VA
	If a VA employee is no longer enrolled in VR&E, transfer the CER folder to the same sister station that would maintain the claims folder for current VA employees.

Reference:  For a list of sister stations that maintain employee claims folders, see M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart ii, 5.D.16.


10.  Chapters 30, 32, 33, and 1606 and Section 903 

 PRIVATE INFOTYPE="OTHER" 
	Introduction
	This topic contains information on 38 U.S.C. Chapters 30, 32, and 1606 and Section 903, 38 U.S.C. Chapter 32, including

· types of folders for educational training

· jurisdiction for processing education claims, and

· jurisdiction of schools in the Philippines.


	Change Date
	September 2, 2010


	a.  Types of Folders for Educational Training
	The table below contains the folder types used by the regional processing offices (RPOs) for processing education claims.


	For this type of claim …
	The RPO uses …

	38 U.S.C. Chapter 30
	a Chapter 30 folder.

	· 38 U.S.C. Chapter 32
· 38 U.S.C. Chapter 1606, and

· Section 903, 38 U.S.C. Chapter 32
	an education (EDU) folder.

	38 U.S.C. Chapter 33
	an electronic folder


	b.  Jurisdiction for Processing Education Claims
	The Atlanta, Buffalo, Muskogee, or St. Louis RPOs handle all education claims.

The table below contains information regarding the RPOs that process the initial claims, based on information specified by the claimant.

Reference:  For more information, see M22-4, Part III, Subchapter I.


	If the claimant …
	Then the claim is processed by the …

	specifies a school
	RPO with jurisdiction over the school’s address.

	does not specify a school
	RPO with jurisdiction over the claimant’s area of residence.

	specifies a correspondence school
	RPO with jurisdiction over the correspondence school.


	c.  Jurisdiction of Schools in the Philippines
	The Manila Regional Office (RO) processes education claims if the school is in the Philippines.

Exception:  The Manila RO does not process claims under Chapter 30.  Muskogee processes all Chapter 30 claims if the school is in the Philippines.


11.  Section 901 and Chapter 35, Dependents’ Educational Assistance (DEA) 

 PRIVATE INFOTYPE="OTHER" 
	Introduction
	This topic contains information on education folders, including

· Section 901, Public Law 96-342, and

· Chapter 35, Dependent’s Educational Assistance (DEA).


	Change Date
	September 2, 2010


	a.  Section 901, Public Law 96-342 
	Section 901, Public Law 96-342, claims are under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Waco RO.  The Waco RO uses an education (EDU) folder for Section 901 claims.

Reference:  For more information about Section 901 folders, see M22-4, Part III, Chapter 11


	b.  Chapter 35 DEA Folders
	RPOs in Buffalo, St. Louis, Atlanta, and Muskogee process applications for benefits under 38 U.S.C Chapter 35.

The table below contains information about which RPO processes an application based on information provided by the applicant.  The office with jurisdiction over the education claim should maintain the Dependents’ Educational Assistance (DEA) folder.


	If the application …
	Then the claim is processed by …

	shows where the claimant will attend school
	the RPO having jurisdiction of education claims for the state where the claimant will attend school.

	does not show a school
	the RPO having jurisdiction of education claims for the state where the claimant resides.
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