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Transmittal Sheet 

	Changes Included in This Revision
	M21-1MR, Part I, Chapter 3, Section C, “Payment of Attorney Fees,” is revised in its entirety to

· remove inaccurate or obsolete instructions and exhibits

· incorporate the changes in representation and payment of attorney or agent fees mandated by Public Law 109-461, and

·  reflect the holdings in Snyder v. Nicholson, 489 F.3d 1213 (Fed Cir. 2007), which overruled some provisions of VAOPGCPREC 12-93.

The new Part I, Chapter 3, Section C, “Payment of Attorney or Agent Fees,” consists of the following topics:

· Topic 14:  General Information on Fees

· Topic 15:  Withholding a Portion of Past-Due Benefits and Authorizing an Award

· Topic 16:  Making an Attorney or Agent Fee Eligibility Decision and Sending Notification

· Topic 17:  Releasing Funds and Responding to Disagreements

· Topic 18:  Failure to Withhold Past-Due Benefits

· Topic 19:  Exhibit 1:  Notice to Claimant – Representative Not Accredited

· Topic 20:  Exhibit 2:  Notice to Representative – Representative Not Accredited

· Topic 21:  Exhibit 3:  Attorney or Agent Fee Decision Notice – Notice of Disagreement (NOD) Received on or After June 20, 2007

· Topic 22:  Exhibit 4:  Attorney Fee Decision Notice – NOD Received on or Before June 19, 2007 

· Topic 23:  Exhibit 5:  Notice to Attorney or Agent – Direct-Pay Fee Agreement Not Filed or Not Timely Filed

· Topic 24:  Exhibit 6:  Attorney or Agent Fee Decision Notice to Representative – NOD Received on or After June 20, 2007, Failure to Withhold Past-Due Benefits

· Topic 25:  Exhibit 7:  Attorney Fee Decision Notice to Representative – NOD Received on or Before June 19, 2007, Failure to Withhold Past-Due Benefits
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Transmittal Sheet, Continued

	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Thomas J. Murphy, Director

Compensation and Pension Service


	Distribution
	RPC:  2068

FD:  EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)
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