
Pension & Fiduciary Services 

VA Fiduciary Expenses 



Acceptable Expenses 

This section provides examples of expenses generally deemed appropriate and acceptable. It is essential to 
note that this list is not exhaustive, and all expenses are subject to review and oversight by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA). Note: ATM withdrawals, counter withdrawals, and checks made payable to cash are 
prohibited. 

Housing Home Repairs Food Costs 
• Mortgage or rent
• Facility costs, such as those

for nursing homes
• Taxes
• Renter’s or homeowner’s

insurance

• Known upcoming home
repairs

• Unexpected home repairs
• Appliances

• Groceries
• Dining Out

Utilities & Routine Home Maintenance Miscellaneous Spending Money 
• Cable and Internet
• Water
• Gas
• Phone Services

• Personal Needs Allowance
• Vacations
• Travel

We’re here to help! Please reach out if you have any questions at 888-407-0144.



Acceptable Fiduciary Fees 

Understanding the fees associated with legal guardian and fiduciary services for 
beneficiaries is crucial. This section outlines the regulations governing guardian fees 
and VA-appointed fiduciary fees authorized by the court. These fees are intended to 

compensate individuals acting in the best interests of beneficiaries, particularly 
when their responsibilities go beyond standard fiduciary duties. 

Legal Guardian Fees 
A VA-appointed fiduciary may collect conservator or 
guardian fees exceeding 4% of the VA FUM when 
authorized by the court of jurisdiction, based on 
responsibilities required beyond those of a VA-
appointed fiduciary. Note: If the services provided 
are not independent of required VA fiduciary 
services, only one of the two fees may be 
authorized. 

Fiduciary Fees 
Authorized fees for VA-appointed fiduciary service.

We’re here to help! Please reach out if you have any questions at 888-407-0144.



Common Unacceptable Expenses 

This section outlines expenses that are NOT generally deemed appropriate and acceptable. Like the previous 
list, this is not comprehensive, and all expenses are subject to oversight by the VA. 

• Purchase of an automobile for a beneficiary when the previous
field examination or medical evidence in the eFolder suggests
that the beneficiary may not be able to operate a vehicle.

• Expenses or funds distributed for a purpose other than the care
or services for the beneficiary and their dependents.

• Expenses for improvements to any structure or other property not
owned by the beneficiary.

• Loans

• Cash withdrawals, such as:
o Automated teller machine (ATM) withdrawals,
o Counter withdrawals, and/or
o Checks made payable to cash

• Fees taken when not allowed by VA or a court of jurisdiction.

• Administrative fees/expenses in addition to the fee for fiduciary
services, excluding verified fees for the guardian of the person
authorized by a state court of jurisdiction.

We’re here to help! Please reach out if you have any questions at 888-407-0144.


