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When Book A was originally prepared, it was current through final regulations published in the Federal Register of 21 April 1992.  These supple​mental materials are designed to keep your regulations up to date.  You should file the attached pages immediately, and record the fact that you did so on the Supplement Filing Record which begins on page A-8 of Book A, General.  



To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 



it is important that you follow these simple procedures:

1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 


2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple​ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.


3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)—the date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.


4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   


5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.


6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.


To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres​pond​ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with​out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)—in these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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Remove these
Add these
Section(s)

 
old pages
new pages
Affected
Do not file this supplement until you confirm that 

all prior supplements have been filed


19.11-1 to 19.24-1
19.11-1 to 19.24-1
§19.14

20.102-1 to 20.199-1
20.102-1 to 20.199-1
§20.102

Be sure to complete the 

Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) 

when you have finished filing this material.
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Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading §3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: “Supplement Highlights references—6(2).” This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in §3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.


Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.

Modifications in this supplement include the following:


1. On 24 February 2005, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to update regulations governing certain delegations of authority exercised by the Chairman of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals. Changes:



· In §19.14, revised  cross-references in paragraphs (a) and (b); and



· In §20.102, removed paragraph (a), redesignated paragraphs (b)–(c) as (a)–(b), and revised cross-references in newly redesignated paragraphs (a) and (b).

§19.11  Reconsideration panel.
(a) Assignment of Members. When a motion for reconsideration is allowed, the Chairman will assign a panel of three or more Members of the Board, which may include the Chairman, to conduct the reconsideration.

(b) Number of Members constituting a reconsideration panel. In the case of a matter originally heard by a single Member of the Board, the case shall be referred to a panel of three Members of the Board. In the case of a matter originally heard by a panel of Members of the Board, the case shall be referred to an enlarged panel, consisting of three or more Members than the original panel. In order to obtain a majority opinion, the number of Members assigned to a reconsideration panel may be increased in successive increments of three.

(c) Members included in the reconsideration panel. The reconsideration panel may not include any Member who participated in the decision that is being reconsidered. Additional Members will be assigned in accordance with paragraph (b) of this section.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7102, 7103)

[48 FR 6969, Feb. 17, 1983, as amended at 57 FR 4104, Feb. 3, 1992; 61 FR 20449, May 7, 1996]

Supplement Highlights reference:  14(3)

§19.12  Disqualification of Members.


(a) General. A Member of the Board will disqualify himself or herself in a hearing or decision on an appeal if that appeal involves a determination in which he or she participated or had supervisory responsibility in the agency of original jurisdiction prior to his or her appointment as a Member of the Board, or where there are other circumstances which might give the impression of bias either for or against the appellant.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7102, 7104)

(b) Appeal on same issue subsequent to decision on administrative appeal. Any Member of the Board who made the decision on an administrative appeal will disqualify himself or herself from acting on a subsequent appeal by the claimant on the same issue.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7102, 7104, 7106) 


(c) Disqualification of Members by the Chairman. The Chairman of the Board, on his or her own motion, may disqualify a Member from acting in an appeal on the grounds set forth in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section and in those cases where a Member is unable or unwilling to act.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7102, 7104, 7106) 

[48 FR 6969, Feb. 17, 1983, as amended at 57 FR 4104, Feb. 3, 1992; 61 FR 20449, May 7, 1996]

Supplement Highlights reference:  14(3)

§19.13  Delegation of authority to Chairman and Vice Chairman, 


Board of Veterans’ Appeals.


The Chairman and/or Vice Chairman have authority delegated by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to:


(a) Approve the assumption of appellate jurisdiction of an adjudicative determination which has not become final in order to grant a benefit, and


(b) Order VA Central Office investigations of matters before the Board.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 303, 512(a)) 

§19.14  Delegation of authority – Appeals Regulations.


(a) The authority exercised by the Chairman of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals described in §§19.3(b) and 19.12(c) of this part may also be exercised by the Vice Chairman of the Board.


(b) The authority exercised by the Chairman of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals described in §19.11 of this part may also be exercised by the Vice Chairman of the Board and by Deputy Vice Chairmen of the Board. (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 512(a), 7102, 7104) 


[48 FR 6969, Feb. 17, 1983, as amended at 57 FR 4104, Feb. 3, 1992; 70 FR 8930, Feb. 24, 2005]


Supplement Highlights reference:  68(1)

§§19.15–19.24



[Reserved]

§20.102  Rule 102.  Delegation of authority–Rules of Practice.

(a) The authority exercised by the Chairman of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals described in Rules 717(d) and 1001(c) (§§20.717(d) and 20.1001(c) of this part) may also be exercised by the Vice Chairman of the Board and by Deputy Vice Chairmen of the Board. 

(b) The authority exercised by the Chairman of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals described in Rules 2 and 606(d) (§§20.2, and 20.606(d) of this part), may also be exercised by the Vice Chairman of the Board; by Deputy Vice Chairmen of the Board; and, in connection with a proceeding or motion assigned to them by the Chairman, by a Member or Members of the Board.


[57 FR 4109, Feb. 3, 1992, as amended at 57 FR 20055, May 11, 1992; 57 FR 38443, Aug. 25, 1992; 61 FR 20449, May 7, 1996; 70 FR 8930, Feb. 24, 2005]

Supplement Highlights references:  14(3), 68(1).

§§20.103– 20.199 
[Reserved] 
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