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§4.22  Rating of disabilities aggravated by active service. 
 
 In cases involving aggravation by active service, the rating will reflect only the degree of 
disability over and above the degree existing at the time of entrance into the active service 
whether the particular condition was noted at the time of entrance into the active service, or it is 
determined upon the evidence of record to have existed at that time. It is necessary therefore, in 
all cases of this character to deduct from the present degree of disability the degree, if 
ascertainable, of the disability existing at the time of entrance into active service, in terms of the 
rating schedule, except that if the disability is total (100 percent) no deduction will be made. The 
resulting difference will be recorded on the rating sheet. If the degree of disability at the time of 
entrance into the service is not ascertainable in terms of the schedule, no deduction will be made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
§4.23  Attitude of rating officers. 
 
 It is to be remembered that the majority of applicants are disabled persons who are 
seeking benefits of law to which they believe themselves entitled. In the exercise of his or her 
functions, rating officers must not allow their personal feelings to intrude; an antagonistic, 
critical, or even abusive attitude on the part of a claimant should not in any instance influence the 
officers in the handling of the case. Fairness and courtesy must at all times be shown to 
applicants by all employees whose duties bring them in contact, directly or indirectly, with the 
Department’s claimants. 
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