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§4.19  Age in service-connected claims. 
 
 Age may not be considered as a factor in evaluating service-connected disability; and 
unemployability, in service-connected claims, associated with advancing age or intercurrent 
disability, may not be used as a basis for a total disability rating. Age, as such, is a factor only in 
evaluations of disability not resulting from service, i.e., for the purposes of pension. 
 
 
 [29 FR 6718, May 22, 1964, as amended at 43 FR 45349, Oct. 2, 1978] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
§4.20  Analogous ratings. 
 
 When an unlisted condition is encountered it will be permissible to rate under a closely 
related disease or injury in which not only the functions affected, but the anatomical localization 
and symptomatology are closely analogous. Conjectural analogies will be avoided, as will the 
use of analogous ratings for conditions of doubtful diagnosis, or for those not fully supported by 
clinical and laboratory findings. Nor will ratings assigned to organic diseases and injuries be 
assigned by analogy to conditions of functional origin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
§4.21  Application of rating schedule. 
 
 In view of the number of atypical instances it is not expected, especially with the more 
fully described grades of disabilities, that all cases will show all the findings specified. Findings 
sufficiently characteristic to identify the disease and the disability therefrom and above all, 
coordination of rating with impairment of function will, however, be expected in all instances. 
 
 
 [41 FR 11293, Mar. 18, 1976] 
 
 


