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	CHAPTER 19. POWERS OF ATTORNEY








19.01	GENERAL





a.	The provisions of VA Regulations 5626 through 5628 are applicable to the recognition of accredited representatives of service organizations. An organization previously designated by a veteran may continue to be recognized for a reasonable period in the representation of survivors unless the claimant has designated another representative.





b.	The provisions of VA Regulations 5629 through 5663 are applicable to the recognition of attorneys, agents and persons recognized for the purpose of a particular claim.





c.	A person other than an attorney or agent may be recognized for the purpose of a particular claim for insurance benefits under a contract in which the Government admits liability on the contract, if there is no issue or contest as to the designated beneficiary, and it is reasonably apparent that the fee will not be charged. The following paragraph will be incorporated in the letter acknowledging receipt of the claim:





	"The evidence submitted by you in connection with the claim for insurance benefits in the instant case has been received, and an adjudication of the claim for benefits will be made as expeditiously as possible. It is understood, of course, that you are not entitled to any fee for services performed by you in connection with the preparation and presentation of this claim, inasmuch as you have not been regularly recognized to present claims before the Veterans Administration by the Administrator of Veterans Affairs."





19.02	ATTORNEY'S FEES





a.	When a person has been recognized in an insurance claim, without having been regularly recognized as an attorney or agent by the VA, a fee of $10 will be payable tothe attorney or agent of record in an allowed claim.





b.	Applications filed on behalf of one or more minor (and/or helpless) children of an insured constitute one claim and only one fee is payable.





c.	Whenever a judgment or decree is rendered in an action brought~nder the provision-of 38 U.S.C. 784, the ~rt, as part of its judgment or decree, will deten~ine and allow reasonable fees for the attorneys of the - successful party or parties and apportion same if proper. Such fees may not exceed l0 percent of the amount recovered pursuant to the judgment, and will be paid out of the amount under the judgment or decree at a rate not to exceed one-tenth of each of such payments until paid.





NOTF:	The award to the attorney is always payable out of and not in addition to the award of the successful claimant.





d.	When an attorney fee is authorized, the award to the claimant will be prepared on VA Form 29-444, Award Brief and Authorization for Payment of Insurance, in accordance with the instructions in chapter 5 of this manual. These instructions also include the proper entries to be made on the form to disburse payment of the attorney fee.
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