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     M28, Part VI, Subpart i, Chapter 1

Chapter 1.  Chapter 36 Counseling for Transitioning Servicemembers and for Current Beneficiaries and Individuals Eligible under Chapters 30, 31, 32, 35,                1606 or 1607

1.  Purpose and Scope of Chapter 36 Counseling

	Introduction
	This topic contains information on this subpart’s

· purpose

· scope

· definition of transitioning servicemember

· eligibility

· related references, and

· documents for counseling.


	Change Date
	December 30, 2005


	a.  Purpose of Part VI, Subpart i
	Title 38 U.S.C. Chapter 36 describes the Administration of Education Benefits under Chapters 30, 31, 32, 35, 1606 and 1607.

This subpart provides information on how to

· process requests for counseling under Chapter 36, and

· provide counseling services under Chapter 36, including

· counseling to facilitate career decision making for civilian or military occupations 

· educational and vocational counseling to choose an appropriate civilian occupation and develop a training program, or

· academic and adjustment counseling to resolve barriers that impede success in training or employment.


	b.  Scope of Part VI, Subpart i
	The scope of this subpart includes

· processing requests for counseling under Chapter 36

· determining eligibility for counseling under Chapter 36, and

· providing counseling under Chapter 36. 


Continued on next page

1.  Purpose and Scope of Chapter 36 Counseling, Continued

	c. Definition of Transitioning Servicemember
	Transitioning servicemember is a

· servicemember who is within six months of discharge from active duty, or
· veteran who is within one year following discharge from active duty under other than dishonorable conditions.


	d.  Eligibility for Counseling under Chapter 36
	Individuals who are eligible for counseling under Chapter 36, include 
· transitioning servicemembers who are 

· within six months prior to discharge from active duty, or

· within one year following discharge from active duty 
· current beneficiaries of educational assistance under Chapters 30, 31, 32, 35, 1606 or 1607, and
· veterans and qualified dependents who are eligible for educational assistance under Chapters 30, 31, 32, 35, 1606 or 1607.


	e.  Related References for Chapter 36 Counseling
	The information in this subpart is based on

· the following Chapters of Title 38 U.S.C.

· 30, All-Volunteer Force Educational Assistance Program

· 31, Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Program

· 32, Post-Vietnam Era Veterans’ Educational Assistance

· 35, Survivors’ and Dependents’ Educational Assistance

· 36, Administration of Educational Benefits
· Title 10 U.S.C. Chapter 1606, Educational Assistance for Members of the Selected Reserve,  and

· Educational Provisions of Public Law 102-16 as outlined in VA Circular 22-92-3.


Continued on next page

1.  Purpose and Scope of Chapter 36 Counseling, Continued

	f.  List of documents for Chapter 36 Counseling Benefits 
	The table below describes the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) forms that are used to request and document Chapter 36 benefits provided by VR&E. 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 


	Document
	Description

	DD 214, Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty
	Provides the necessary information related to the veteran’s release or discharge from active duty.

Note:  This form is filed in the claims folder.

	VA Form 22-1990, Application for VA Benefits
	Serves as an official request from the veteran or servicemember for Chapter 36 counseling.

	 VA Form 28-8832, Veteran Application for Counseling
	Serves as an official request from a transitioning servicemember for Chapter 36 counseling.

	VA Form 22-1995, Request for Change of Program or Place of Training
	Allows the veteran to request a change of program or place of training.

	VA Form 28-1902, Counseling Record – Personal Information
	Records personal information about the veteran during the initial interview that is later used to

· make an eligibility determination, and

· begin plan development.

	
VA Form 28-1902n, Counseling Record - Narrative Report (Supplemental Sheet)
and CWINRS

 Note: Contract counselors should record the counseling report on plain letter size paper or other appropriate letterhead.  
	Documents information about the veteran.




	VA Form 28-1985, Authorization for Services Related to Counseling
	Used for referral to a contractor.
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