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Transmittal Sheet 

	M21-1MR, 

Part VII, Burial Benefits


	Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part VII, Burial Benefits, Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 are changed as follows:

The following pages have been updated in this change:

1-D-15 through 1-D-16, and 1-D-38
2-A-2  

2-B-2 and 2-B-8

3-1, 3-4, and 3-15 through 3-16
4-i, 4-1 through 4-2, 4-5, and 4-8 through 4-12
6-i, and 6-1 through 6-26
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	M21-1MR, 

Part VII, Burial Benefits (continued)
	Note:  M21-1MR changes are released at the chapter or section level.  Change numbers will no longer be assigned to M21-1MR changes.  The date of the change will continue to show in the “Change Date” block located on the first page of each topic.

Note:  “TBD” (to be determined) after a reference indicates that the referenced material is located in a part of M21-1MR that has not yet been published.


	Changes Included in This Part
	Part VII, Chapter 1, Section D, Topic 14, Block b replaces a reference to VA Form 21-121, Application for Burial Allowance and Accrued Amounts Payable as Reimbursement (which has been rescinded), with VA Form 21-601, Application for Accrued Amounts Due a Deceased Beneficiary.  VA Form 21-601 is now used for all accrued claims.

VII.1.D.14.c replaces a reference to VA Forms 21-609 and 21-121 (which have been rescinded) with VA Form 21-601.

VII.1.D.22.i clarifies that payment of the cost of funeral expenses is limited to the statutory service-connected burial allowance that is payable when interment is in a national cemetery.  Bullets are added to explain that an additional plot allowance may be payable to a State cemetery that inters a veteran without charge.  The State cemetery plot allowance is payable in addition to the service-connected burial allowance, but in lieu of the nonservice-connected plot allowance.

VII.2.A.1.b replaces the hyperlink to 38 U.S.C. 101(c) with a hyperlink to 38 U.S.C. 101(2).

VII.2.A.1.c corrects the hyperlink to the section of M21-1MR that addresses loyalty clearances.
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	Changes Included in This Part (continued)
	VII.2.B.4.a identifies the potential payee of the service-connected burial benefit.  A note is added to explain that a plot allowance may be paid in addition to the service-connected burial benefit if interment is in a State cemetery or section of a cemetery restricted to burial of veterans who are eligible for burial in a national cemetery.

VII.3.1.a clarifies that the criteria applicable to the payment of transportation costs in claims for burial benefits when death is nonservice-connected.

VII.3.3.c replaces the hyperlink to 38 CFR 3.1606(6) with a hyperlink to 38 CFR 3.1606(a)(6).

VII.3.7.e replaces a reference to VA Form 21-121 (which has been rescinded) with VA Form 21-601.

VII.3.7.f replaces a reference to VA Forms 21-609 and 21-121 (which have been rescinded) with VA Form 21-601.

VII.4.1.b modifies the U.S.C. reference from 2303(b) to 2303(b)(2).

VII.4.2.a clarifies that a plot allowance is payable to whomever incurred the cost of the funeral.

VII.4.3.a includes the effective date of Public Law (PL) 108-183 for a plot allowance based on a veteran’s death from service-connected conditions or peacetime service.

VII.4.5.b distinguishes between plot payment eligibility under 38 U.S.C. 2303(b)(1) and 2303(b)(2).
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	Changes Included in This Part (continued)
	VII.4.5.c removes a Note, which required creation of an overpayment if a plot allowance was paid, before service-connected burial benefits were later authorized.  Instructions in the If-Then table are changed to permit payment of the full statutory service-connected burial benefit after a plot payment is made to a state cemetery.

VII.4.6.a includes different eligibility criteria in the bulleted list.  Also, the liberalized eligibility criteria of PL 108-183 are included as a separate paragraph.

VII.6.1.a is updated with the current Approved State Nursing Homes list.

VII.6.2.a is updated with the current State Veterans’ Cemeteries list.  A hyperlink to the list is added in the Notes.

VII.6.3.c includes the word “signed,” which was omitted from previous text.



	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Renée L. Szybala, Director

Compensation and Pension Service


	Distribution
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