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	M21-1MR, 

Part III, Subpart vi, Chapters 5-8

Manual Rewrite Version 
	Attached are the following new chapters of M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart vi, “Special Authorization Issues:”

· Chapter 5:  Fraud and Forfeiture

· Section A:  Fraud

· Section B:  Forfeiture Discontinuance Provisions

· Chapter 6:  Contested Claims

· Section A:  General Information on Contested Claims
· Section B:  Contested Claims Development

· Section C:  Authorization and Notification

· Chapter 7:  Certifications for Special Purposes

· Chapter 8:  Miscellaneous Authorization Issues (Note:  This chapter includes topics on

· changes to the law or VA issue

· awards and payments upon the disappearance of a veteran

· insurance purpose determinations for veterans

· processing cases involving common accidents in service

· requests for field examinations, and

· awards to veterans in the U.S. Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home or St. Elizabeth’s Hospital.)

Notes:  

· “TBD” (to be determined) after a reference indicates that the referenced material is located in a part of M21-1MR that has not yet been published.

· These new chapters reflect the use of Virtual VA at the Pension Maintenance Centers.
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	Notable Changes Included in This Release
	The table below shows the notable changes that have been made to information that was previously in M21-1 and is included in this release.




	Location of the change
	Reason(s) for the change

	Chapter 5.  Fraud and Forfeiture 

	Part III, Subpart vi, Chapter 5, Section A, Topic 3 (III.vi.5.A.3)
	To update the addresses and telephone numbers of the Office of Inspector General Regional Field Offices. 

	III.vi.5.B.4.a
	To delete the statement that a beneficiary is not required to forfeit benefits and be punished under penal statutes for fraud or treasonable acts under certain circumstances, because this provision has no basis in law.

	III.vi.5.B.4.c
	To correctly show December 17, 2003, as the effective date of the regulation that expanded the list of subversive activities resulting in automatic forfeiture under 38 CFR 3.903.

	Chapter 6.  Contested Claims

	· III.vi.6.C.5.d

· III.vi.6.C.6.b, and

· III.vi.6.C.7.a
	To note that VA Form 4107c, Your Rights to Appeal Our Decision – Contested Claims, should be used to inform claimants of their appellate rights.


	Rescissions
	This change rescinds the following portions of M21-1: 

· M21-1, Part III

· Paragraphs 3.04 and 3.05

· Chapter 8 in its entirety, and

· Chapter 10 in its entirety.

· M21-1, Part IV

· Chapter 5 in its entirety

· Paragraphs 25.16 through 25.18, and

· Chapter 36 in its entirety.
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	Authority
	By direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Bradley G. Mayes, Director

Compensation and Pension Service


	Distribution
	Distribution:  RPC:  2068

FD:  
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