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Transmittal Sheet 

	M21-1MR, 

Part III, Subpart iii, Chapter 5 

Manual Rewrite Version 
	Attached is M21-1MR, Part III, “General Claims Process,” Subpart iii, “General Development and Dependency Issues,” Chapter 5, “Relationship and Dependency.” 

The new Part III, Subpart iii, Chapter 5, incorporates procedures for establishing marital, child, and parental relationships, and parental dependency.

Note: “TBD” (to be determined) after a reference indicates that the referenced material is located in a part of M21-1MR that has not yet been published.


	Significant Changes
	Section A, Topic 1, Block h, states that when information or evidence related to dependents is requested in conjunction with a compensation claim, the original end product (EP) should be cleared upon release of the award letter, and EP 130 control should not be established until the information or evidence is received. 

Section B, Topic 10, Block a, indicates that if a claimant submits conflicting evidence concerning prior marriages, including prior marriages of his/her spouse, documentary proof of dissolution of the marriages is required only as needed to resolve the conflict.

Section C, Topic 14, Block a, shows that effective September 17, 2003, common law marriages are no longer recognized in the state of Pennsylvania.  The law allows common law marriages already recognized to continue before this date.

Section F, Topic 31, Block b, reflects that a child who is not in the custody of the surviving spouse may not be considered the surviving spouse’s dependent, even if the surviving spouse is providing financial support.


Continued on next page
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	Rescissions
	M21-1, Part III, Paragraphs 6.01 through 6.13

M21-1, Part III, Paragraphs 6.16 though 6.31

M21-1, Part IV, Paragraphs 12.01 through 12.11

M21-1, Part IV, Paragraphs 12.15 through 12.29

M21-1, Part IV, Chapter 13 

Unrelated Rescissions:

M21-1, Part IV, Paragraphs 12.12 through 12.14

M21-1, Part IV, Paragraph 11.31

M21-1, Part IV, Figures 11-1 through 11-3
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