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This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through April 4, 2007


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


1. On 8 March 2007, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to adopt with changes a VA interim final rule that implemented section 1032 of Public Law 109-13, the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act for Defense, the Global War on Terror, and Tsunami Relief, 2005, section 1032 of which established an automatic traumatic injury protection rider to Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance for any SGLI insured who sustains a serious traumatic injury that results in certain losses as prescribed by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs in collaboration with the Secretary of Defense. Changes:



( In §9.20, revised paragraphs (d)(1), (d)(4), and (f), and added a new paragraph (j).


2. On 8 March 2007, the VA published a final rule, effective 9 April 2007, to amend VA medical regulations on informed consent by designating additional categories of health care professionals to obtain the informed consent of patients or their surrogates for clinical treatment and procedures, and to sign the consent form. Changes:



( In §17.32, replaced health-care and  medical record with health care and health record each time they appear in the section, and revised the definition of Practitioner in the list of definitions in paragraph (a).


3. On 16 March 2007, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to update the regulation governing certain delegations of authority exercised by the Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs by providing delegation of authority from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to the Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs to accept monetary and/or non-monetary gifts and donations, made in any manner, which are made for the purpose of beautifying or benefiting national cemeteries. Change:



( In §2.6, revised paragraph (f)(3).


 4. On 20 March 2007, the VA published a final rule, effective 19 April 2007, to revise its Schedule for Rating Disabilities, Appendices A, B, and C to include all current diagnostic codes; and amend Appendix A to include all the diagnostic code historical information since the last review. Changes:



( Revised Appendices A, B, and C to Part 4.


5. On 26 March 2007, the VA published a final rule, effective 25 April 2007, to adopt as final a proposed rule concerning initial evaluations of individuals who apply for vocational rehabilitation and employment benefits; the amendment is intended to reflect changes in law regarding initial evaluations, reflect VA’s interpretation of applicable law and its determinations of procedures appropriate for use in the initial evaluation, and improve readability. Changes:



( Revised §§21.50–21.52; and



( In §21.8032, revised paragraph (a).

(
