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31 December 2006

This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through December 19, 2006


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


1. Note:  Contact information for the VBA and Jonathan Publishing has been revised. In Book B the updated data appears on page B-2, in Book G on page G-2, and in Book I on page I-2 (back of the Cover Pages), all provided with this supplement. If you have transferred this information to an e-mail address book or paper record, please make the changes in those locations.

2. On 20 November 2006, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend regulations concerning concurrent receipt of military retired pay and veterans’ disability compensation in order to implement §641 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2004. That section permits certain veterans who are entitled to military retired pay, and are receiving disability compensation for a service-connected disability (or a combination of service-connected disabilities) rated at 50 percent or higher, to receive disability compensation as well as their military retired pay. Change:



( Revised §3.750.


3. On 28 November 2006, the VA published a final rule, effective 28 December 2006, to extend from 30 to 60 days the period of time during which a signed consent form remains valid, and to eliminate the requirement that a third-party witness the patient or surrogate and practitioner signing the consent form, except in those circumstances where the patient or surrogate signs with an “X” due to a debilitating illness or disability, i.e., significant physical impairment and/or difficulty in executing a signature due to an underlying health condition(s), or is unable to read and write. Change:



( In §17.32, revised the section heading, the definition of signature consent in paragraph (a), and paragraph (d)(2).


4. On 18 December 2006, the VA published an interim final rule, effective that same date, to amend its adjudication regulations regarding compensation for disabilities resulting from undiagnosed illnesses suffered by veterans who served in the Persian Gulf War by extending the presumptive period for qualifying chronic disabilities. Change:



( In §3.317, revised the date in paragraph (a)(1)(i).


5. On 18 December 2006, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to authorize the Department of Defense to offer individuals in the Armed Forces, who have critical military skills, the option to transfer up to 18 months of their MGIB entitlement to their dependents as a reenlistment incentive; and implement a provision in the Strom Thurmond National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999, which increased the maximum amount of benefits payable under DoD’s college fund program. Changes:



( In §21.7020, revised paragraph (b)(9)(i) and added new paragraphs (b)(58)–(59);



( In §21.7050, added new paragraphs (h) and (i);



( Added a new §21.7080;



( In §21.7131, revised paragraph (h) introductory text, and added new paragraphs (r) and (s);



( In §21.7135, revised paragraphs (a)(2), (p)(1), and (r), and added new paragraphs (dd)–(ii);



( In §21.7136, revised paragraphs (d)(1) and (d)(2) introductory texts; redesignated paragraphs (d)(3), (d)(4), (d)(5), and (d)(6) as paragraphs (d)(4), (d)(5), (d)(7), and (d)(8), respectively; added new paragraphs (d)(3) and (d)(6); revised newly designated paragraph (d)(5) introductory text; revised paragraphs (e)(1) and (e)(2), and removed paragraph (e)(3); revised paragraphs (g)(1) introductory text, (g)(1)(i) and (g)(2)(ii); and revised paragraphs (h)(1) introductory text, (h)(2)(i) through (iii), and (h)(3);



( In §21.7137, revised paragraph (b) introductory text and paragraph (b)(2); revised paragraph (d); redesignated paragraphs (e), (f), and (g) as (d), (e), and (f), respectively; and revised newly designated paragraphs (d)(1) introductory text and (d)(1)(i);



( In §21.7138, revised paragraph (c)(1); and



( In §21.7139, removed paragraph (b); redesignated paragraphs (c), (d), (e), (f), and (g) as paragraphs (b), (c), (d), (e), and (f) respectively; in newly designated paragraph (b), revised the paragraph heading and introductory text; and revised newly designated paragraphs (c)(2)(iii), (d)(3)(iii), (f)(1)(i), and (f)(1)(ii).

(
