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This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through January 23, 2006


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


 1. On 20 December 2005, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the VA Schedule for Rating Disabilities by updating references to diagnostic codes in two regulations. Changes:



( In §4.27, removed reference to diagnostic codes 5002–5289 and replaced with 5002–5240; and



( In §4.124a, under the heading The Epilepsies, in the table entitled Mental Disorders in Epilepsies, replaced references to diagnostic code 9307 with 9326.


2. On 22 December 2005, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 20 December 2005, to implement section 1032 of the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act for Defense, the Global War on Terror, and Tsunami Relief, 2005 (Public Law 109-13) which established an automatic traumatic injury protection rider provision to Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance, effective December 1, 2005, providing automatic insurance for any SGLI insured who sustains a serious traumatic injury as prescribed by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs in collaboration with the Secretary of Defense that results in certain losses prescribed by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs in collaboration with the Secretary of Defense; the rule specifies the losses for which the traumatic injury benefit will be paid and the amount of the TSGLI benefit payable for each loss, and provides for the payment of TSGLI benefits to service members who experienced a traumatic injury between October 7, 2001, and the effective date of section 1032 of Public Law 109-13, i.e., December 1, 2005, if the loss was a direct result of injuries incurred in Operation Enduring Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom. Changes:



( In §9.1, revised paragraph (f), and added new paragraphs (k) through (q); and



( Added a new §9.20.


3. On 10 January 2006, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date to implement provisions in the Veterans Benefits and Health Care Improvement Act of 2000 and the Bob Stump National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003 in order to change an eligibility criterion concerning the time for obtaining a high school diploma from 10 years to 14 years for reservists who first become eligible after September 30, 1992. Changes:



( In §21.1032, revised paragraph (c);



( In §21.7540, revised paragraphs (a) introductory text, (a)(3), and (a)(4), and added a new paragraph (a)(5);



( In §21.7550, redesignated paragraphs (b)–(d) as (c)–(e), added a new paragraph (b), and revised paragraphs (a), (d), and (e)(1); and



( In §21.7551, revised paragraphs (a) introductory text, (a)(1), (b)(1), and (c)(1)(ii).

4. On 17 January 2006, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to adopt as final without change an interim final rule published at 70 Fed. Reg. 22595, May 2, 2005. That interim rule amended §17.108 by designating smoking cessation counseling (individual and group sessions) as a service that is not subject to copayment requirements.

(
