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This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through December 19, 2005


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


 1. A technical correction was made to the citation for §4.114, revising the entry for June 22, 2004.


2. On 30 November 2005, the VA published a final rule, effective 30 December 2005, to amend its medical regulations to codify VA policy regarding advance health care planning by setting forth a mechanism for the use of written advance directives— VA living will, a VA durable power of attorney for health care, and a State-authorized advance directive; and setting forth a mechanism for honoring verbal or non-verbal instructions from a patient when the patient is admitted to care when critically ill and loss of capacity may be imminent and the patient is not physically able to sign an advance directive form, or the appropriate form is not readily available. Changes:



( In §17.32, revised the section heading; added a new definition for advance directive in paragraph (a); and added a new paragraph (h).


3. On 2 December 2005, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend its adjudication regulations concerning payment of dependency and indemnity compensation for certain non-service-connected deaths, and the rate of DIC payable to a surviving spouse for either service-connected or non-service-connected deaths, in order to clarify VA’s interpretation of two similar statutes that provide for payments to the survivors of veterans who were, at the time of death, in receipt of or entitled to receive disability compensation for service-connected disability that was rated totally disabling for a specified period prior to death; to reorganize and revise the regulations governing surviving spouses’ DIC rates; and to revise the Board of Veterans’ Appeals rule concerning the effect of unfavorable decisions during a veteran’s lifetime on claims for death benefits by the veteran’s survivors. Changes:



( In §3.5, removed paragraph (e);



( Added new §3.10;



( In §3.22, revised paragraph (b); and



( Revised §20.1106.
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