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This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through September 23, 2003


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


1. On 25 August 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective 24 September 2003, to add a new provision to its adjudication regulations concerning certain awards of disability compensation and dependency and indemnity compensation. The new rule explains that certain awards of disability compensation or DIC made pursuant to liberalizing regulations concerning diseases presumptively associated with herbicide exposure may be made effective retroactive to the date of the claim or the date of a previously denied claim, even if such date is earlier than the effective date of the regulation establishing the presumption; and also provides that VA may pay to certain survivors of a deceased beneficiary, or to the beneficiary’s estate, any amounts the beneficiary was entitled to receive under the effective-date provisions of this rule, but which were not paid prior to the beneficiary’s death. Change:



( Added new §3.816.


2. On 26 August 2003, the VA published a joint final rule, effective 25 September 2003, to incorporate the Civil Rights Restoration Act’s definitions of “program or activity” and “program” into its  regulations, and to promote consistent and adequate enforcement of civil rights statutes. Changes:



( In §18.4, revised the heading of paragraph (b) and paragraph (d);



( In §18.13, Revised paragraph (f);



( Made editorial changes in various sections in Subpart A;



( In §18.403, added a new paragraph (m);



( In §18.404, revised the heading of paragraph (c);



( In §18.405, revised paragraph (c);



( Revised the undesignated center heading preceding §18.421;



( In §18.422, revised the heading and first sentence of paragraph (a);



( Revised the headings of §§18.438 and 18.439



( Made editorial changes in various sections in Subpart D;



( In §18.503, redesignated paragraphs (j)–(l) as (k)–(m), and added paragraph (j);



( Revised the heading of Appendix B to Subpart E; and



( Made editorial changes in various sections in Subpart E.


 3. On 27 August 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective 26 September 2003, to amend the Schedule for Rating Disabilities by revising that portion of the musculoskeletal system that addresses disabilities of the spine in order to update this portion of the rating schedule to ensure that it uses current medical terminology and unambiguous criteria, and that it reflects medical advances that have occurred since the last review. Change:



( In §4.71a, revised the table “The Spine,” and relocated it so that it precedes the table “The Hip and Thigh;” and added Plate V immediately following the table “The Spine.”


4. On 12 September 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the Rules of Practice of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals relating to challenges to Board decisions on the grounds of “clear and unmistakable error” in order to provide for advancing CUE motions on the docket. Change:



( In §20.1405, redesignated paragraph (a)(2) as (a)(3), and added a new paragraph (a)(2).


5. On 12 September 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend a Board of Veterans’ Appeals Rule of Practice to provide that a case may be advanced on the Board’s docket because of the appellant’s advanced age. Change:



( In §20.900, revised paragraph (c).

(
