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This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through June 22, 2003


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


1. On 9 June 2003, the VA published an interim final rule correction, effective retroactively to 19 March 2003, to correct cross-reference errors. Change:



( In §61.33, revised two cross-reference citations in paragraph (d)(2).


2. On 9 June 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the regulations governing rates of educational assistance payable under the Montgomery GI Bill–Active Duty and Survivors’ and Dependents’ Educational Assistance programs to reflect increases required by statutory provisions, including increases effective October 1, 2001, and January 1, 2002, in both programs. For the Montgomery GI Bill–Active Duty program, these also include increases for the fiscal years beginning October 1, 2002, and October 1, 2003, under statutory provisions setting rates that for those two years are not to be adjusted by the Consumer Price Index-W. Changes:



( In §21.3045, revised paragraph (h);



( In §21.3131, revised paragraph (a); redesignated paragraphs (b)–(d) as (c)-(e); and added a new paragraph (b);



( In §21.3300, revised paragraph (c);



( In §21.3333, revised paragraphs (a) and (b);





( In §21.7136, revised paragraphs (b) and (c)(1)–(5), and added new paragraphs (c)(6)–(9); and



( In §21.7137, revised paragraphs (a) and (c)(2).

3. On 9 June 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the regulations governing the education programs administered by the VA in order to implement some provisions of the Veterans Benefits and Health Care Improvement Act of 2000 and the Veterans’ Survivor Benefits Improvements Act of 2001, including provisions that change an eligibility criterion concerning the time for obtaining a high school diploma; repeal the requirement that eligibility for the Montgomery GI Bill–Active Duty be based on the initial obligated period of active duty; provide an additional opportunity for participants in the Post-Vietnam Era Veterans’ Educational Assistance Program to participate in the Montgomery GI Bill–Active Duty instead; provide an opportunity for servicemembers to increase their monthly rate of benefits by contributing additional monies while on active duty; and revise the requirements that must be met before a veteran or eligible person can be paid during the break between terms. Changes:



( In §21.4138, revised paragraphs (f) introductory text, (f)(2) introductory text, and (f)(2)(iii)–(iv); removed paragraph (f)(3) and redesignated paragraph (f)(4) as (f)(3);



( In §21.7020, revised paragraphs (b)(6)(iii)–(iv) and (b)(6)(vi);



( In §21.7042, revised the introductory text, and paragraphs (a)(2)–(3), (a)(5); removed paragraph (a)(6) and redesignated (a)(7) as (a)(6); revised paragraphs (b)(2), (b)(6)–(7), (c)(4) and (d)(1);



( In §21.7044, revised the introductory text and paragraphs (a)(3) and (b)(3), and removed paragraph (b)(13);



( In §21.7045, added a new paragraph (e);



( In §21.7050, redesignated paragraphs (e)–(f) as (f)–(g) and added a new paragraph (e);



( In §21.7072, revised paragraphs (b)(1) introductory text, (b)(1)(ii), and (c)(2); 



( In §21.7131, revised paragraph (a)(1)(iii), added new paragraphs (a)(1)(iv)–(v), revised paragraph (b)(2), and added new paragraphs (j), (o), and (p); and



( In §21.7136 revised paragraphs (a)(2)(i)–(iii), (c) heading, (e), (f) introductory text, and added a new paragraph (h).

4. On 10 June 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to reflect statutory provisions of the Veterans Education and Benefits Expansion Act of 2001, including the presumption of service connection for respiratory cancers based on herbicide exposure in Vietnam; benefits for Gulf War veterans’ chronic disabilities; repeal of the limitation of benefits for incompetent institutionalized veterans; non-service-connected pension eligibility; the limitation on pension for certain recipients of Medicaid-covered nursing home care; the prohibition on certain benefits to fugitive felons; and the limitation on the payment of compensation for veterans remaining incarcerated since October 7, 1980. Changes:



( In §3.3, revised paragraph (a)(3);



( In §3.307, revised paragraphs (a)(6)(ii)–(iii);



( In §3.317, revised paragraph (a)(1); redesigned paragraphs (a)(2)–(5) as (a)(3)–(6) and adding a new paragraph (a)(2); and revised paragraphs (b) introductory text, (b)(6), and (d)(1);



( In §3.341, revised paragraphs (b) and (c);



( In §3.353, revised paragraph (b)(1);



( In §3.400, revised headings of paragraphs (b)(1) and (e);



( In §3.452, revised the section heading; removed paragraph (c)(2); redesignated paragraph (c)(3) as (c)(2); and revised the Cross References section;



( In §3.454, removed paragraphs (c) and (d);



( In §3.501, removed paragraph (i)(7);



( In §3.551, revised paragraph (a) introductory text, paragraph (i), and the Cross References section;



( In §3.552, revised paragraph (a)(2);



( Removed §§3.557 and 3.559;



( In §3.558, removed paragraph (a); redesignated paragraphs (b)–(c) as (a)–(b); revised newly redesignated paragraph (b);



( In §3.665, revised the section heading, revised paragraph (a), added new paragraphs (c)(3) and (n);



( In §3.666, revised the section heading, introductory text, and added a new paragraph (e);



( In §3.801, revised paragraph (e);



( In §3.852, removed paragraph (a)(3); removed paragraph (d); and redesignated paragraph (e) as (d);



( In §3.853, removed paragraph (d); and



( Revised §3.1007.


5. On 10 June 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to reflect statutory provisions of the Veterans Education and Benefits Expansion Act of 2001, including the presumption of service connection for respiratory cancers based on herbicide exposure in Vietnam; benefits for Gulf War veterans’ chronic disabilities; repeal of the limitation of benefits for incompetent institutionalized veterans; non-service-connected pension eligibility; the limitation on pension for certain recipients of Medicaid-covered nursing home care; the prohibition on certain benefits to fugitive felons; and the limitation on the payment of compensation for veterans remaining incarcerated since October 7, 1980. Changes:



( In §13.70, redesignated paragraph (a)(1) as paragraph (a), and removed paragraph (a)(2);



( Revised §13.71; and



( Removed and reserved §§13.74–13.77 and 13.108–13.109.


6. On 12 June 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to implement provisions of the Veterans Education and Benefits Expansion Act of 2001, including accelerated payments to individuals under the Montgomery GI Bill–Active Duty program who are enrolled in approved training programs that lead to employment in high tech industries and whose charged tuition and fees exceed an amount equal to 200 percent of the monthly rate of basic educational assistance allowance otherwise payable; and amend the regulation defining educational institution to include certain private technology entities. Changes:



( In §21.4138, added a new paragraph (f)(1)(vii);



( In §21.4200, added a new paragraphs (a)(6) and (aa)-(dd);



( In §21.7020, added new paragraphs (b)(47)–(51);



( In §21.7076, revised paragraphs (a), (b)(1) introductory text, and (b)(7);



( In §21.7140, redesignated paragraphs (b)–(f) as (c)–(g), added a new paragraph (b), and revised newly redesignated paragraph (c)(1) introductory text;



( Redesignated §21.7142 as §21.7143, and added a new §21.7142;



( In §21.7151, revised the section heading and added a new paragraph (c); and



( In §21.7154, added new paragraphs (a)(4) and (d).


7. On 13 June 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective 12 August 2003, to revise the regulation which exempts certain records from the provisions of the Privacy Act authorized under 5 U.S.C. 552a(j)(2) and (k)(2) in order to permit VA to exempt a new Privacy Act system of records, Police and Security Records—VA (103VA07B). Change:



( In §1.582, added a new paragraph(d).

(
