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This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through May 24, 2002


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


1. On 2 May 2002, the VA published a notice making final without change an interim final rule originally published on 6 December 2001 affecting §17.108.


2. On 14 May 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend regulations dealing with rates of subsistence allowance and educational assistance payable under the Educational Assistance Test Program for academic year 2001-02 to provide for a 4.7% increase over the rates payable for 2000-01. Changes:



• In §21.5820, revised rates and dates in paragraph (b); and



• In §21.5822, revised rates and dates in paragraph (b).


3. On 17 May 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective 17 June 2002,  to  add the following extended care services to the medical benefits package: noninstitutional adult day health care, noninstitutional geriatric evaluation, and noninstitutional respite care; and to establish provisions regarding copayments for extended care services. Changes:



• In §17.36, revised paragraphs (a)(1)–(3) and (b)(3);



• In §17.37, revised paragraphs (a)-(c) and (e)–(i);



• In §17.38, revised paragraph (a) introductory text, and paragraph (a)(1)(xi);



• Redesignated §§17.111–17.115 as new §§17.112–17.116; and



• Added a new §17.111.


4. On 23 May 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective 24 June 2002 (except for §20.609(i) which is effective 22 July 2002), to amend the Rules of Practice of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals by establishing safeguards in the case of “disinterested third-parties” who pay a veteran’s attorney fees and by simplifying certain notice procedures. Changes:



• In §20.3, redesignated paragraphs (n)–(p) as paragraphs (o)–(q), and added a new paragraph (n);



• In §20.609, revised paragraphs (d)(2), (f), (g), and (i), and added a new paragraph (j); and



• In §20.610, revised paragraph (d), and added a new paragraph (e).


5. The VA has also published a rule to make nomenclature changes in Title 38, Part 21, affecting the designations “Under Secretary for Benefits,” Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment,” “VR&E,” “Education Service,” and “Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Service.” These changes are non-substantive.
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