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This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through April 24, 2002


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


1. On 4 April 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to make nomenclature changes in Part 20 affecting the designation “Director, Management and Administration (01E).” These changes are non-substantive.


2. On 5 April 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective 6 May 2002, to amend the Rules of Practice at the Board of Veterans’ Appeals to clarify that the general rule that the Board is not bound by prior dispositions during the veteran’s lifetime of issues involved in the survivor’s claim does not apply to claims for “enhanced” Dependency and Indemnity Compensation. Change:



• Revised §20.1106.


3. On 23 April 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective 23 May 2002, regarding reporting of health care practitioners to the National Practitioner Data Bank. The rule amended provisions concerning malpractice payment reporting by delegating the underlying decision-making to malpractice payment review panels; by delegating the actual reporting authority to facility directors and the Chief Patient Care Services Officer; by establishing new procedures for obtaining information from affected health care practitioners and others; and by establishing medical reporting criteria for licensed trainees and supervisory health care professionals.  The rule also amended regulations concerning malpractice payment reporting and clinical privileges actions reporting by stating that reporting may not be the subject of negotiated settlements and that independent contractors acting on behalf of the VA are subject to the National Practitioner Data Bank reporting provisions. Change:



• Revised Part 46 (§§46.1–46.8).
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