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31 October 1999

This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through October 24, 1999


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following:


1. On 27 September 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to clarify provisions concerning educational assistance and education benefits by stating that when VA, the Department of Defense, or the Department of Transportation makes an administrative error or error in judgment that is the sole cause of an erroneous award under the Montgomery GI Bill–Active Duty, VA must reduce or terminate the award effective the date of last payment. Change:



• In §21.7135, revised paragraph (v)(2).


2. On 30 September 1999, VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to remove provisions dealing with advance and lump-sum payment of educational assistance that no longer apply, and make non-substantive changes for the purpose of clarification in regulations concerning eligibility for the Montgomery GI Bill–Active Duty program. Changes:



• In §21.4138, removed the introductory text, removed and reserved paragraphs (c) and (d), and revised paragraphs (a) and (b);



• Revised §21.5135;



• Revised the headings of §§21.7040 and 21.7042;



• In §21.7140, revised paragraph (a), removed paragraph (b), and redesignated paragraphs (c)–(g) as (b)–(f); and



• In §21.7640, revised paragraphs (d) and (e).


3. On 6 October 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 19 October 1996, to implement a statutory amendment concerning payment of proceeds of checks that are returned and canceled following the death of the payee that removed the requirement for settlement by the General Accounting Office prior to payment of such proceeds to an estate. Change:



• In §3.1003, in paragraph (b), removed the phrase upon settlement by the General Accounting Office, and added plain language text to replace the word escheat.


4. On 6 October 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective 5 November 1999, to establish provisions consistent with the Veterans’ Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996 mandate to implement a national enrollment system to manage the delivery of healthcare services. Specifically: (1) Veterans will be allowed to apply to be enrolled in the VA healthcare system  at any time; (2) they will be eligible to be enrolled based on funding availability and their priority status; (3) in accord with statutory provisions, some categories of veterans are eligible for VA hospital and outpatient care even if not enrolled; (4) a “medical benefits package” is established that sets forth, with certain exceptions, the hospital and outpatient care that will be provided to enrolled veterans and certain other veterans; and (5) VA will enroll all 7 priority categories of veterans for the period 1 October 1999 through 30 September 2000, unless it is necessary to change this determination by a subsequent rulemaking document. Changes:



• Revised the first sentence of §17.34;



• Added new §§17.36, 17.37, and 17.38;



• In §17.43, removed paragraph (a) and redesignated paragraphs (b)–(e) as (a)–(d);



• In §17.47, removed paragraph (h), redesignated paragraphs (i)–(l) as (h)–(k), and revised newly redesignated paragraph (h);



• In §17.93, revised paragraph (a)(2);



• Removed §17.99; and



• In §17.100, revised the third sentence.
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