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This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through June 24, 1999


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following:


1. On 26 May 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective 7 June 1999, to correct a previous final rule concerning requirements for Interest Rate Reduction Refinancing Loans. Change:



• In §36.4306a, revised paragraph (a)(6).


2. On 7 June 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 1 October 1998, to (1) provide that the remarried surviving spouse of a veteran is not barred from receiving dependency and indemnity compensation if the remarriage is terminated by death, divorce, or annulment, unless the divorce or annulment was secured through fraud or collusion, and (2) permit the receipt of dependency and indemnity compensation by a surviving spouse who has lived with another person and held himself or herself out openly to the public as that other person’s spouse, if the surviving spouse ceases living with that other person and holding himself or herself out openly to the public as that other person’s spouse. Changes:



• In §3.55, redesignated paragraphs (a)(3) and (a)(4) as paragraphs (a)(4) and (a)(6), respectively, and added new paragraphs (a)(3) and (a)(5).


3. On 8 June 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to clarify requirements for service connection of dental conditions and provide that VA will consider certain dental conditions service-connected for treatment purposes if they are shown in service after a period of 180 days. Change:



• Revised §3.381; 



• Removed and reserved §3.382; and



• Removed §4.149.


4. Also on 8 June 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the adjudication regulation governing payment of death benefits to an eligible surviving spouse for the month of the veteran’s death in order to allow payment of such benefits at the rate that would have been paid to the veteran had he or she not died where the monthly amount of dependency and indemnity compensation or pension payable to the veteran’s spouse is equal to the amount of benefits the veteran would have otherwise received for the month of his or her death. Change:



• In §3.20, in paragraph (b), added the words equal to or immediately after the words if such rate is.


5. On 14 June 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 1 October 1998, to change the rates of basic educational assistance payable under the Montgomery GI Bill–Active Duty to show the rates indicated in the Veterans Benefits Assistance Act of 1998 for Fiscal Year 1999 which provides an increase of approximately 20% that supersedes the otherwise applicable statutory increase for Fiscal Year 1999 (October 1, 1998, through September 30, 1999). Regular annual adjustments to these rates will resume commencing with Fiscal Year 2000. Changes:



• In §21.7136, revised paragraphs (b), (c)(1), (c)(2), and (c)(3); and



• In §21.7137, revised paragraphs (a), and (c)(2).


6. On 17 June 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to adopt as final without change an interim final rule adding a diagnostic code and evaluation criteria for fibromyalgia to the Schedule for Rating Disabilities (the original rule was published at 61 Fed. Reg. 20438, May 7, 1996).



7. On 18 June 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 5 August 1997, to reflect statutory provisions extending the date through which the VA will limit to $90 per month the pension benefits of certain veterans and surviving spouses receiving Medicaid-covered nursing home care. Change:



• In §3.551(i), changed the date from September 30, 1998, to September 30, 2002.


8. Also on 18 June 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 7 March 1997, to revise provisions concerning the type of evidence required to establish service connection for post-traumatic stress disorder in order to implement a decision by the United States Court of Veterans Appeals which stated that current regulations do not adequately reflect the governing statute. Change:



• In §3.304, revised paragraph (f).
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