61.82-

§61.82—Participant fees for supportive housing.

        
        61.82-


§61.82 Participant fees for supportive housing.
(a) Each participant of supportive housing may be required to pay a participant fee in an amount determined by the recipient, except that such participant fee may not exceed 30 percent of the participant's monthly income after deducting medical expenses, child care expenses, court ordered child support payments, or other court ordered payments; nor may it exceed the program's set maximum rate or the HUD Fair Market Rent for that type of housing and its location, whichever is less. The participant fee determination and collection process/procedures should be documented in the grant recipient's operating procedures to ensure consistency, fairness, and accuracy of fees collected. The participant's monthly income includes all income earned by or paid to the participant. 

(b) Retroactive benefit payments from any source to program participants, for the purpose of this part, may be considered income in the month received and therefore may be used in calculating the participant fee for that month. 

(c) Participant fees may be used for costs of operating the supportive housing or to assist supportive housing residents' move to permanent housing, and must have a therapeutic benefit. 

(d) In addition to a participant fee, recipients may charge residents reasonable fees for extracurricular services and activities (extracurricular fee) that participants are not required to receive under the terms of the grant award, are not paid for by VA per diem, or provided by VA. Extracurricular fees must be voluntary on the part of the participant. 

(e) In projects funded under this part where participants sign agreements, VA treats the costs associated with participant eviction to be as unallowable. 

(f) Use of participant agreements. 

(1) Participant agreements must be between the grant recipient of record and the program participant. 

(2) Participant agreements must be part of a therapeutic plan to increase self-determination and responsibility. 

(3) Participant agreements must include a clause that allows program participants the ability to break the lease or program agreement without penalty for medical or clinical necessity. 

(4) Participant agreements may not be used to exclude homeless veterans with little or no income from the program. 
(5) Participant agreements and conditions must be fully disclosed to potential participants and acknowledged in writing by both parties. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 2011, 2012, 2061)
[78 FR 12617, Feb. 25, 2013]
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