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§61.41 Special need grants—application packages and threshold requirements.
(a) Applications. To apply for a special need grant, an applicant must obtain, complete, and submit to VA a special need capital grant or special need per diem only application package within the time period established in the Notice of Fund Availability. A special need grant application must meet the same threshold requirements applicable to a capital grant under § 61.12. 

(b) Additional requirement. In addition to the requirements of § 61.11, applicants must describe how they will address the needs of one or more of the homeless veteran populations identified in paragraphs (c) through (g) of this section. 

(c) Women. Applications must show how the program design will: 

(1) Ensure transportation for women, especially for health care and educational needs; and 

(2) Address safety and security issues including segregation from other program participants if deemed appropriate. 

(d) Individuals who have care of minor dependents. Applications must show how the program design will: 

(1) Ensure transportation for individuals who have care of minor dependents, and their children, especially for health care and educational needs; 

(2) Provide directly or offer referrals for adequate and safe child care; 

(3) Ensure children's health care needs are met, especially age-appropriate wellness visits and immunizations; and 

(4) Address safety and security issues including segregation from other program participants if deemed appropriate. 

(e) Frail elderly. Applications must show how the program design will: 

(1) Ensure the safety of the residents in the facility to include preventing harm and exploitation; 

(2) Ensure opportunities to keep residents mentally and physically agile to the fullest extent through the incorporation of structured activities, physical activity, and plans for social engagement within the program and in the community; 

(3) Provide opportunities for participants to address life transitional issues and separation and/or loss issues; 

(4) Provide access to walkers, grippers, or other assistance devices necessary for optimal functioning; 

(5) Ensure adequate supervision, including supervision of medication and monitoring of medication compliance; and 

(6) Provide opportunities for participants either directly or through referral for other services particularly relevant for the frail elderly, including services or programs addressing emotional, social, spiritual, and generative needs. 

(f) Terminally ill. Applications must show how the program design will: 

(1) Help participants address life-transition and life-end issues; 

(2) Ensure that participants are afforded timely access to hospice services; 

(3) Provide opportunities for participants to engage in “tasks of dying,” or activities of “getting things in order” or other therapeutic actions that help resolve end of life issues and enable transition and closure; 

(4) Ensure adequate supervision including supervision of medication and monitoring of medication compliance; and 

(5) Provide opportunities for participants either directly or through referral for other services particularly relevant for terminally ill such as legal counsel and pain management. 

(g) Chronically mentally ill. Applications must show how the program design will: 

(1) Help participants join in and engage with the community; 

(2) Facilitate reintegration with the community and provide services that may optimize reintegration such as life-skills education, recreational activities, and follow up case management; 

(3) Ensure that participants have opportunities and services for re-establishing relationships with family; 

(4) Ensure adequate supervision, including supervision of medication and monitoring of medication compliance; and 

(5) Provide opportunities for participants, either directly or through referral, to obtain other services particularly relevant for a chronically mentally ill population, such as vocational development, benefits management, fiduciary or money management services, medication compliance, and medication education. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 2061) (The Office of Management and Budget has approved the information collection requirements in this section under control number 2900-0554). 
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