§1.512  Disclosure of loan guaranty information.





	(a) The disclosure of records or information contained in loan guaranty files is governed by the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552; the Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. 552a; the confidentiality provisions of 38 U.S.C. 5701, and the provisions of 38 CFR 1.500-1.584. In addition, the release of names and addresses and the release of certificates of reasonable value, appraisal reports, property inspection reports, or reports of inspection on individual water supply and sewage disposal systems shall be governed by paragraphs (b), (c), (d), and (e) of this section.





	(b)	(1) Upon request, any person is entitled to obtain copies of certificates of reasonable value, appraisal reports, property inspection reports, or reports of inspection on individual water supply and sewage disposal systems provided that the individual identifiers of the veteran-purchaser(s) or dependents are deleted prior to release of such documents. However, individual identifiers may be disclosed in accordance with paragraph (b)(2) of this section. The address of the property being appraised or inspected shall not be considered an individual identifier.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5701(a), (c))





		(2) Individual identifiers of veteran purchasers or dependents may be disclosed when disclosure is made to the following:





			(i) The individual purchasing the property;





			(ii) The current owner of the property;





			(iii) The individual that requested the appraisal or report;





			(iv) A person or entity which is considering making a loan to an individual with respect to the property concerned; or





			(v) An attorney, real estate broker, or any other agent representing any of these persons.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5701(c), (h)(2)(D))





	(c)	(1) The Secretary may release the name, address, or both, and may release other information relating to the identity of an applicant for or recipient of a Department of Veterans Affairs-guaranteed, insured, or direct loan, specially adapted housing grant, loan to finance acquisition of Department of Veterans Affairs-owned property, release of liability, or substitution of entitlement to credit reporting agencies, companies or individuals extending credit, depository institutions, insurance companies, investors, lenders, employers, landlords, utility companies and governmental agencies for any of the purposes specified in paragraph (c)(2) of this section.





		(2) A release may be made under paragraph (c)(1) of this section:





			(i) To enable such parties to provide the Department of Veterans Affairs with data which assists in determining the creditworthiness, credit capacity, income or financial resources of the applicant for or recipient of loan guaranty administered benefits, or verifying whether any such data previously received is accurate; or





			(ii) To enable the Secretary to offer for sale or other disposition any loan or installment sale contract.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5701(h)(2)(A), (B), (C))





	(d) Upon request, the Secretary may release information relating to the individual’s loan transaction to credit reporting agencies, companies or individuals extending credit, depository institutions, insurance companies, investors, lenders, employers, landlords, utility companies and governmental agencies where necessary in connection with a transfer of information on the status of a Department of Veterans Affairs loan account to persons or organizations proposing to extend credit or render services or other benefits to the borrower in order that the person or organization may determine whether to extend credit or render services or other benefits to the borrower. Such releases shall be made only if the person or organization seeking the information furnishes the individual’s name, address or other information necessary to identify the individual.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5701(e), (h)(2)(A) and (D))





	(e) The Secretary shall maintain information in the loan guaranty file consisting of the date, notice and purpose of each disclosure, and the name and address of the person to whom the disclosure is made from the loan guaranty files.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5701(h)(2)(D), 5 U.S.C. 552a(c))








	[47 FR 11279, Mar. 16, 1982]
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