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YAWS





Yaws – frambesia tropica, pian (French), bouba (Spanish American) and parangi (Ceylon).





Yaws is an infectious, nonveneral disease caused by the Treponema pertenue. It bears a striking resemblance to syphilis. It is an endemic disease and is practically limited to the tropics (equatorial Africa, West Indies, India, Ceylon, the Philippines, Indonesia, Southern Pacific Islands, parts of Brazil, Colombia and Central America).





It can be transmitted by direct contact but probably more often by nonbiting insects or gnats. The infection manifests itself in the primary stage as a mother yaw or chancre and in a few weeks the second stage or generalized skin rash occurs wish prominent large granulomas. The yaw or frambesioma (raspberry like lesions) occurs later in the third stage with destructive lesions of the skin and bones. However, lesions similar to those of syphilis have been observed in the aorta, heart, adrenals, liver, pancreas, brain, meninges and testes. Also, the less common lesions as gangosa (cartilaginous and bony destruction of nose and mouth) goundou (paranasal enlargement of maxillary bone) and Juxta-articular nodules or fibroid tumors (near joints.)





Ninety percent of all persons found to have the disease are under 20 years of age. It is rarely directly fatal except in small infants. Without treatment it may be incapacitating and the mortality from secondary infections of coetaneous ulcer and bones is considerable.





The serology test used for the diagnosis of syphilis becomes positive shortly after the primary lesion and may remain positive for many years, unless rendered negative by therapy. Even late skin lesions, as a rule, respond promptly to antiyaws drugs, but the more chronic lesions of the skin and bones may require local surgical treatment in addition to chemotherapy. The late ulcerative lesions of yaws are often indistinguishable from the tertiary lesions of syphilis, contractures; partial amputations of digits may resemble the lesions of leprosy.





Underwriting Requirements





An APS (VA Form 29-8158) is required. 
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Thoroughly Treated�
Treatment Questionable�
�
Primary stage�
50�
200�
�
Secondary stage�
100�
200�
�
Third stage�
200�
500�
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