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Transmittal Sheet 

	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of M21-1MR, Part IX, Subpart ii, “Special Benefits.”


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Substantive Changes (Policy and Procedural Changes)

	Page 1-B-2:  Part IX, Subpart ii, Chapter 1, Section B, Topic 4, Block a (IX.ii.1.B.4.a) 
	· To remove Block a, as it duplicates the information in IX.ii.1.A.1.a.

· To clarify how to determine eligibility under 38 U.S.C. § 1312(a) when the Veteran’s death occurs after separation from service.

Other Changes:  

· To re-letter the subsequent blocks in the topic.

· To rename the topic to better reflect its content.

	Page 1-D-8:  IX.ii.1.D.11.a
	To reflect that consolidated payee-31 series awards are no longer used to pay minor beneficiaries.  Each child receives a separate award. 

	Page 2-2:  IX.ii.2.1.a
	To show that entitlement to Dependents’ Educational Assistance may be derived from an active servicemember’s permanent and total service-connected disability.

	Page 2-9:  IX.ii.2.2.b
	To show the language to include in rating decisions and decision notification letters whenever service connection is granted for a dental condition.  This revision is based on Fast Letter 10-42, Guidance on Rating Dental Conditions.

	Page 2-16:  IX.ii.2.3.e
	To emphasize the role of reasonable doubt (38 C.F.R. § 3.102) when service dental records are incomplete.
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Page 2-19:  IX.ii.2.5.a
	To state that Veterans of Gulf War service are eligible for service connection for any mental disorder for treatment purposes under 38 U.S.C. § 1702.

Other Changes:  

· To change the title of Topic 5 to “Rating for Service Connection for Mental Disorders Under 38 U.S.C. § 1702” to better reflect its content.

· To add regulatory and M21-1MR reference citations for the definition of psychosis.

· To revise the block title to conform to the topic title.

	Page 2-20:  IX.ii.2.5.b and c
	To reflect that Veterans of Gulf War service are eligible for service connection for any mental disorder for treatment purposes under 38 U.S.C. § 1702.

Other Changes:  

· To remove the reference citation for a rescinded M21-1 paragraph.

· To rename Block b to better reflect its content.

· To delete Block e, as this information is obsolete.

	Pages 2-24, 2-25, and 2-28:

· IX.ii.2.8.b

· IX.ii.2.8.e

· IX.ii.2.8.i  
	To include educational benefits under 38 U.S.C. Chapter 33 in the discussion of extension of delimiting dates.

	Page 2-34:  IX.ii.2.11.a
	To update the table showing the alignment of regional offices and regional processing offices.
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	

	Non-Substantive Changes (Reference, Verbiage, Pagination Changes)

	Throughout this revision
	· To capitalize the word “Veteran.”

· To add the symbol for section, §, to citations of statutes and regulations where appropriate.

· To update section and topic titles to better reflect their content.

· To repaginate topics when necessary.

	Page 1-B-4:  IX.ii.1.B.5
	· To correct the names of VA Form 21-534, Application for Dependency and Indemnity Compensation, Death Pension and Accrued Benefits by a Surviving Spouse or Child (Including Death Compensation if Applicable), and VA Form 21-535, Application for Dependency and Indemnity Compensation by Parent(s) (Including Accrued Benefits and Death Compensation When Applicable).

	Page 2-8:  IX.ii.2.2.a
	To reflect that claims for dental treatment are normally handled by a Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Business Office or the VHA Health Eligibility Center (HEC).

	Page 2-20:  IX.ii.2.5.c
	To clarify when VA will provide treatment under 38 U.S.C. § 1702 during the two-year period following discharge.


	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits
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