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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part VIII, “Accrued Benefits.” 

Notes: Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· update incorrect or obsolete hyperlink references

· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate

· reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks and repaginate, where necessary, to account for new and/or deleted blocks within a topic

· reorganize the topics and blocks into a more logical order
· update chapter and topic titles to more accurately reflect their content

· clarify block labels and/or block text, and 

· bring the document into conformance with M21-1 standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	To relocate Chapter 4, “Authorization and Notification,” to Chapter 5. This Chapter, Chapter 4, is now “ Rating Accrued Claims.”  
	----------------------------------

	To add informal claims received before March 24, 2015 and form claims to the list of when to address accrued claims.  Removed “substitution rating decision” as the decision is an accrued decision, not a substitution decision.
	M21-1, Part VIII, Chapter 4, Topic 1, Block a (VIII.4.1.a)

	Removed “substitution rating decision” as the decision is an accrued decision, not a substitution decision.
	VIII.4.1.b

	Added references for time limits to requests for substation and responding to a notification to a notice for additional information in an accrued claim or a request for substation.
	VIII.4.1.c

	Added a new block e, “Consideration of Requests for Substitution.”
	VIII.4.1.e

	Relocated topic 1.e to 1.f, “Obtaining al Evidence.”  Added references for in the file at the date of death, rights of a substitute claimante, and required development for substitution, requests for substitution after the request has been granted, and accrued claims.
	VIII.4.1.f

	Relocated topic 1.f to 1.g, “Payment of Benefits for the Month of Death.” No changes made.
	VIII.4.1.g

	Removed “substitution rating decision” as the decision is an accrued decision, not a substitution decision.
	VIII.4.2.a

	Clarified the issue statement.
	VIII.4.2.b

	Relocated topic 2.c, “Handling the Rating Decision” to 2.d, “Preparing the Coded Conclusion.” and relocated, 2.d to 2.c. Removed “substitution rating decision” as the decision is an accrued decision, not a substitution decision.
	VIII.4.2.c
VIII.4.2.d


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	David R. McLenachan, Director
Pension and Fiduciary Service


	Distribution
	LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED
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