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Transmittal Sheet 

	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision to M21-1MR, Part VII, “Burial Benefits.”  Revisions to Chapter 4 have been made in a separate change.

Notes:  Minor editorial changes have been made to

· remove references to rescinded portions of M21-1

· update obsolete terminology

· revise some introductions and block titles for consistency or clarity, and

· bring the text into conformance with M21-1MR publication standards.




	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Substantive Changes (Policy and Procedure)

	Page 1-A-4:  

· Part VII, Chapter 1, Section A, Topic 2, Block e (VII.1.A.2.e)

· VII.1.A.2.f
	· To clarify the definition of a burial plot.

· To define interment and provide examples.

Note:  The subsequent blocks in this topic are re-lettered.

	Page 1-A-8:  

· VII.1.A.4.c

· VII.1.A.4.d
	· To change “or” to “and/or” to clarify that the plot allowance includes the cost of the plot and the cost of interment.

· To add a hyperlink for an explanation of the exception to the two-year time limit for filing a claim for plot costs under PL 110-157.

· To add a hyperlink for an explanation of the exception to the two-year time limit for filing a claim for plot costs under PL 110-157.


Continued on next page
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Transmittal Sheet, Continued

	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Page 1-A-9:  

· VII.1.A.4.f

· VII.1.A.4.g

· VII.1.A.4.h
	· To add a hyperlink for an explanation of the exception to the two-year time limit for filing a claim for plot costs under PL 110-157.

· To add a hyperlink for an explanation of the exception to the two-year time limit for filing a claim for plot costs under PL 110-157.

· To a new block to explain the exception to the two-year time limit for filing a claim for plot costs under PL 110-157.

· To add a reference about the burial of unclaimed remains of indigent veterans.

	Page 1-D-6:  VII.1.D.12.a
	To clarify the meaning of being buried at a location other than the place of death.

	Page 1-D-9:  VII.1.D.13.a
	To change the specification of a BDN award to the more general term, “award transaction.”

	Page 1-D-11:  VII.1.D.13.d
	To change the jurisdiction for temporary transfer from Washington Regional Office to the Philadelphia Pension Management Center.

	Page 1-D-12:  VII.1.D.13.e
	To change the jurisdiction for temporary transfer from Washington Regional Office to the Philadelphia Pension Management Center.

	Page 2-A-5:  VII.2.A.3.b
	· To clarify that hospitalization must be at the time of death.

· To add a link to the Internet web site with a comprehensive list of approved State veterans’ homes.  This information was previously contained as a table in Exhibit 1, Part VII, Chapter 6.  That chapter is not rescinded.
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Transmittal Sheet, Continued

	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of the revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Page 2-B-5:  

· VII.2.B.7.a

· VII.2.B.7.b
	· To clarify that the link identifies specific situations in which death claims are referred to the rating activity

· To add a hyperlink to access information about formal and inferred claims for service connection for the cause of death.

	Page 5-C-4:  

· VII.5.C.4.b

· VII.5.C.4.c
	· To add a hyperlink to the M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart vi, 5.B.5.c.

· To replace “September 11, 2001” with “November 1, 1990” in the block title and in the text.

	Page 5-C-5:  VII.5.C.4.d
	· To replace “September 11, 2001” with “November 1, 1990” in the block title and in the text.

· To replace “PL 107-330” with “PL 110-157.”

· To replace “PL 107-103” with “PL 107-330.”

· To remove the requirement that the grave must be marked by a headstone or marker purchased at private expense.

· To remove the Note about the expiration date.

· To remove the Note about the additional remarks required on the VA Form 40-1330.

	Page 5-C-6:  VII.5.C.4.h
	To correct the address for referral of requests for a government headstone or marker.

	Non-Substantive Changes (Editorial, Verbiage, Pagination)

	Page 1-D-4:  VII.1.D.11.b
	To revise the pronouns within the note for clarity of the passage.

	Page 1-D-17:  VII.1.D.15.c
	To revise the wording of the paragraph for clarity.

	Page 1-D-18:  VII.1.D.16.a
	To revise the wording of the third paragraph of the block for clarity.


Continued on next page
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Transmittal Sheet, Continued

	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Page 2-i:  VII.2
	To change the chapter title to “Eligibility for Burial Benefits” to more accurately reflect the content of the chapter.

	Page 5-C-5:  VII.5.C.4.d
	· To replace 

· “September 11, 2001” with “November 1, 1990” 

· “PL 107-330” with “PL 110-157,” and

· “PL 107-103” with “PL 107-330.”

· To remove the requirement that a grave must be marked by a headstone or marker purchased at private expense.

· To remove a note about an expiration date.

· To remove the Note about the additional remarks required on the VA Form 40-1330.

	Page 5-C-6:  VII.5.C.4.g
	To correct the name of VA Form 40-1330.


	Rescissions
	M21-1MR, Part VII, Chapter 6

Topics from Chapter 6 have been incorporated in other chapters as follows:

· Exhibit 1, “Approved State Nursing Homes,” is moved to VII.2.A.3.b

· Exhibit 2, “State Veterans’ Cemeteries,” is moved to VII.4.6.a

· Exhibit 3, “Memorandum of Understanding,” is moved to VII.4.8


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Bradley G. Mayes, Director
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	Distribution
	RPC:  2068

FD:  EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)

LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED


iv

