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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part VII, “Burial Benefits,” Chapter 1, “Burial Benefits and Allowance.” 

Note:  Minor editorial changes have been made to 

· reorganize the topics and blocks into a more logical order
· update incorrect or obsolete references

· reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks and repaginate, where necessary, to account for new and/or deleted blocks within a topic

· update section and topic titles to more accurately reflect their content
· clarify block labels and/or block text, and 

· revise references and hyperlinks and bring the document into conformance with M21-1 standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	To incorporate new instructions from Fast Letter 14-06 and burial FAQS regarding the implementation of the burial regulations 38 CFR 3.1700-3.1713, effective July 14, 2014.
	Part VII, Chapter 1, Section A (VII.1.A)

	· To add VA hospitalization burial allowance as a separate type of VA burial benefit.

· To change transportation allowance to transportation reimbursement.
	VII.1.A.1.a

	To add alkaline hydrolysis as a type of burial
	VII.1.A.2.a

	To revise the definition of medical school donation consistent with 38 CFR 3.1700, to remove the information regarding subsequent burial after return of remains or information from the medical school.
	VII.1.A.2.d

	To define alkaline hydrolysis.
	VII.1.A.2.e

	To revise the definition of plot to clarify that a plot or similar final resting place for a Veteran’s remains must be purchased for a plot or interment allowance to be paid.
	VII.1.A.2.f

	To remove definitions of the following terms previously found at VII.1.A.2.h, A.2.i, and A.2.j:

· credit

· initial and secondary creditor, and

· prepaid burial 
	--------------------------

	To remove the topic entitled “Policies for Payment,” which contained outdated information for earlier burial regulations, including:
· to remove former VII.1.A.3.a pertaining to administrative requirements as unnecessary, and

· to remove former VII.1.A.3.b describing when burial benefits may be paid after a medical school donation (this block is no longer necessary because medical school donation itself is now considered to be the burial).
	--------------------------

	To add topic 3 discussing “Priority of Payments.”
	VII.1.A.3

	To revise the topic to remove references to formal and informal claims in accordance with 38 CFR 3.155 effective March 1, 2015.
	VII.1.A.4

	· To state that the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) must receive a claim for the non-service-connected (NSC) burial allowance within two years after the date of a Veteran’s death.

· To remove the information pertaining to a two-year time limit for applying for the plot or interment allowance.  There is no such time limit.
	VII.1.A.4.a

	To remove former VII.1.A.4.e that stated there is no time limit for applying for the transportation allowance because this information is now included in the note at VII.1.A.4.a.
	-------------------------

	To remove former VII.1.A.4.f that provided a time limit for filing a claim when a Veteran died before his or her service was recognized under Public Law 95-202.  We have determined this information is now obsolete.
	-------------------------

	To remove former VII.1.A.4.h that provided an exception to the two-year time limit for plot or interment allowance claims for States claiming the plot or interment allowance for unclaimed Veterans’ remains under Public Law 110-157.  This block is no longer necessary because under 38 CFR 3.1703 there is no time limit to claim the plot or interment allowance.
	-------------------------

	To add topic 5 discussing the “Automated Burial Allowance.”
	VII.1.A.5


	Rescissions
	FL 14-06
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