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Transmittal Sheet 
 
	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part VI, Chapter 18 Benefits.

Notes:  
Unless otherwise noted, the term “claims folder” refers to the official, numbered, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) repository – whether paper or electronic – for all documentation relating to claims that a Veteran and/or his/her dependent(s) file with VA.
Minor editorial changes have also been made to 
update incorrect or obsolete references
renumber each topic based on the standard that the first topic in each section is Topic 1
reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks, where necessary, to account for new and/or deleted blocks within a topic, and
bring the document into conformance with M21-1 standards.



	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	To cut information on the Veteran Service Representative (VSR) role in initial development and review of claims which is off topic and covered in M21-1, Part VI, Chapter 2, Sections A and B (VI.2.A and B). 
To add a table on decision making roles and responsibilities for the rating and authorization activity, incorporating information from VI.2.A.
To  add a note that Chapter 18 claims fall under the jurisdiction of the Denver Regional Office.
	M21-1, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C, Topic 1, Block a. (VI.2.C.1.a)

	To revise the table to focus on rating a claim based on spina bifida
To cut information on the VSR role which is off topic and covered in Vi.2.A and B.
	VI.2.C.1.b

	To revise the table to focus on rating a claim based on other covered birth defects
To cut information on the VSR role which is off topic and covered in Vi.2.A and B.
	VI.2.C.1.c

	To separate the effective date block into two, one for spina bifida claims and another for other covered birth defects.
	VI.2.C.1.d and e

	To incorporate the holding of Office of General Counsel in VAOPGCPREC 03-99 regarding effective dates for monetary allowances for spina bifida.
	VI.2.C.1.d

	· To amend the table on disability levels for other covered birth defects to reflect that Level 0 may also be assigned.
· To add references. 
	VI.2.C.3.a

	To add a new Block b on exceptional cases involving the level of other covered birth defects. 
	Vi.2.C.3.b

	To delete old Block a on rating format of Chapter 18 decisions, which is outdated and redundant in view of other M21-1 provisions. 
	VI.2.C.4



	Rescissions
	None
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