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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part V, “Pension and Parent’s Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC),” Subpart iii, “Authorization Issues.”
Notes: 

· Unless otherwise noted, the term “claims folder” refers to either paper or electronic folders in which VA stores documentation relevant to claims

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· remove text and references to outdated Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) procedures 
· remove text regarding outdated Eligibility Verification Report (EVR) processing

· add terms such as “the $90 nursing home/Medicaid rate”, “the $90 limit per 38 CFR 3.551(i),  and other similar terms (or change “$90” to one of these terms) as appropriate to this Chapter to clarify that block text in this Chapter refers specifically to these issues
· update incorrect or obsolete hyperlink references

· update the term “notification letter” to “decision notice”

· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate

· reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks to account for new and/or deleted blocks within a topic

· update topic titles to more accurately reflect their content

· clarify block labels and/or block text, and 

· bring the document into conformance with M21-1MR standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	To change, based on Public Law (PL) 112-260, the amended expiration date of 38 U.S.C. 5503(d) to November 30, 2016
	Part V, Subpart iii, Chapter 3, Topic 1, Block a (V.iii.3.1.a)

	To incorporate the contents of the Frequency Asked Question (FAQ) from March 4, 2003 regarding “Medicaid Waiver Programs and 38 CFR 3.551(i)”
	V.iii.3.2.c

	To clarify that a facility listed on Medicare’s “Nursing Home Compare” website as participating in a State Medicaid plan can be considered a Medicaid-approved nursing facility
	V.iii.3.3.a

	To add more specific information to clarify what action to take when there is no running award for claims involving the $90 nursing home/Medicaid limit
	V.iii.3.5.a

	To add information to clarify an example regarding an original pension award involving a Medicaid application
	V.iii.3.5.c

	To add information and re-format the block regarding action to take for running awards and $90 nursing home/Medicaid reductions
	V.iii.3.6.a

	To add a note about completing the appropriate Vetsnet screens to adjust an award to $90, instead of the deleted BDN procedures
	V.iii.3.7.f

	To delete outdated procedures, and add/clarify information for an example about retroactive increases when a notice of proposed adverse action is required for $90 nursing home/Medicaid rate
	V.iii.3.7.h

	To delete the former V.iii.3.7.i because it referred to outdated EVR procedures
	---

	To delete the former V.iii.3.7.j because it referred to outdated BDN letter verbiage, as BDN letters are no longer used for Medicaid-related adjustments
	---

	To add information to clarify what “covered by Medicaid” means
	V.iii.3.9.b, and
V.iii.3.9.d

	To delete the introduction for V.iii.3.10 because the topic now contains only one block
	V.iii.3.10

	To delete the former blocks “a” and “b” in V.iii.3.10 because they refer to Special Law (SL) codes used in outdated BDN processing
	---


	Rescissions
	Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) from March 4, 2003 regarding “Medicaid Waiver Programs and 38 CFR 3.551(i)”


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	David R. McLenachan, Director
Pension and Fiduciary Service


	Distribution
	LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED
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