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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part V, “Pension and Parent’s Dependency Indemnity Compensation,” Subpart iii, “Authorization Issues.”
Notes:  
· The term “regional office” (RO) also includes pension management center (PMC), where appropriate.

· Unless otherwise noted, the term “claims folder” refers to the official, numbered, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) repository – whether paper or electronic – for all documentation relating to claims that a Veteran and/or his/her survivors file with VA.

· Minor editorial changes have been made to 

· remove references to rescinded portions of M21-1

· update incorrect or obsolete hyperlink references

· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate

· renumber each topic based on the standard that the first topic in each section is Topic 1

· reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks, where necessary, to account for deleted blocks within a topic

· update topic titles to more accurately reflect their content

· clarify block labels and/or block text, and 

· bring the document into conformance with M21-1 standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	To add a note that certain medical foster homes are equivalent to nursing homes for the purposes of Aid and Attendance (A&A).
	Part V, Subpart iii, Chapter 2, Section B, Topic 1, Block a (V.iii.2.B.1.a)

	To clarify that A&A for compensation always requires a rating decision.
	V.iii.2.B.2.c

	· To remove outdated Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) procedures involved in awarding A&A without a rating decision.
· To add award procedures for Veterans Service Network (VETSNET) and Veterans Benefits Management System (VBMS).
	V.iii.2.B.2.d

	To delete Block e in V.iii.2.B.2, entitled “Developing for A&A on a Factual Basis,’ which discussed the need to develop if A&A based on qualified nursing home status cannot be awarded, because the need for development is already implied by other Blocks in this Topic, and the wording of this Block was not clear.
	------------------------

	To add the appropriate 38 CFR references for A&A awards requiring a rating decision.
	V.iii.2.B.3.d

	To clarify, for a notice of proposed of adverse action, what to inform a beneficiary regarding a hearing request received with 30 days and evidence received within 60 days.
	V.iii.2.B.3.e

	To clarify what actions to take if no medical evidence is submitted after a notice of proposed adverse action for reconsideration of A&A after discharge from a qualified nursing home.
	V.iii.2.B.4.a

	To delete outdated BDN procedures involved in A&A adjustments.
	V.iii.2.B.4.b

	To replace the reference to BDN, which is no longer used for A&A awards/adjustments, with awards systems.
	V.iii.2.B.4.c

	· To clarify that the provisions of 38 CFR 3.105(f) refer to a reduction or discontinuance of a pension award due to a reduction in evaluation.
· To replace, when referring to the provision of 38 CFR 3.105(f), the term “fraud is involved” with more specific verbiage taken from 38 CFR 3.500(b).
	V.iii.2.B.4.f

	To clarify language in example for when A&A benefits were erroneously paid based on patient status in a non-qualifying facility.
	V.iii.2.B.5.a

	· To clarify that this Block refers to A&A awards based on nursing home status.
· To add the appropriate 38 CFR references when developing for A&A which is not based on nursing home status.
	V.iii.2.B.5.b

	To add the appropriate 38 CFR references when developing for A&A which is based on medical evidence.
	V.iii.2.B.5.c


	Rescissions
	None 


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	David R. McLenachan, Director
Pension and Fiduciary Service


	Distribution
	LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED
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