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Transmittal Sheet 

	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part V “Pension and Parents’ Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC),” Subpart iii, “Authorization Issues,” Chapter 2, “Aid and Attendance and Housebound Status Under 3.351,” Section A, “General Information on Requirements for Aid and Attendance (A&A) and Housebound Status Under 38 CFR 3.351.”
Notes:  

· M21-1MR will retain some information related to the Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) until all master records are converted to VETSNET.  For information on VETSNET applications and input, consult the VETSNET User Guides on the Compensation Service Intranet.

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate, including

· Changing the term “Improved Pension” to “pension,” “Survivors Pension,” “Veterans Pension,” or “current-law pension,” where appropriate

· Changing the term “death pension” to “survivors pension” where appropriate

· clarify Block labels and/or Block text, and 

· bring the documents into conformance with M21-1MR standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation
	Page(s)

	· To add a new bullet to state that a Veteran who receives pension under 38 U.S.C. 1513 (the age 65 statute) qualifies for A&A if he or she is a patient in a nursing home and to add a note to state that a medical foster home that VA has recognized under 38 CFR 17.73 is equivalent to a nursing home.
· To clarify that a Veteran’s spouse may qualify for A&A if the Veteran is entitled to receive additional compensation for the spouse.  Previously, the block stated that the Veteran must be receiving additional compensation for the spouse.

· To add notes to clarify that Veterans who receive disability compensation qualify for A&A under 38 CFR 3.352, not 38 CFR 3.351, and that parents who receive death compensation also qualify for A&A.
	Part V, Subpart iii, Chapter 2, Section A Topic 1, Block a
V.iii.2.A.1.a)
	2-A-2


Continued on next page
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation
	Page(s)

	· To state that there is no statutory or regulatory requirement for a Veteran pensioner to be rated 100 percent disabled in order to qualify for A&A.
· A rater may grant SMP at the A&A rate even though the Veteran is not rated 100 percent disabled.
	V.iii.2.A.1.c
	3-A-3

	To clarify that a Veteran’s spouse may qualify for A&A if the Veteran is entitled to receive additional compensation for the spouse.  Previously, the block stated that the Veteran must be receiving additional compensation for the spouse.
	V.iii.2.A.1.e
	2-A-4

	To correct the block to remove death compensation.  The death compensation benefit does not include a Housebound rate.
	V.iii.2.A.2.a
	2-A-6

	To remove information pertaining to 

· Veterans’ qualifying for Housebound status if they have attained age 65 under Hartness v. Nicholson (2006).  This court case was overturned and is no longer valid.
· Fast Letter 06-28, which dealt with Hartness v. Nicholson.
	V.iii.2.A.2.b
	2-A-7
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	Rescissions
	Fast Letter 06-28


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	David R. McLenachan, Director
Pension &Fiduciary Service


	Distribution
	RPC:  2068

FD:  EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)
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