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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part V, “Pension and Parents’ Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC),” Subpart iii, “Authorization Issues.”

Notes:  

· The term regional office (RO) also includes pension management center (PMC), where appropriate.

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· update incorrect or obsolete hyperlink references

· remove information that references Eligibility Verification Reports (EVRs)
· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate

· renumber each topic based on the standard that the first topic in each section is Topic 1

· reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks and repaginate, where necessary, to account for new and/or deleted blocks within a topic

· reorganize the topics and blocks into a more logical order
· update section and topic titles to more accurately reflect their content

· clarify block labels and/or block text, and 

· bring the document into conformance with M21-1 standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	To update the pension mailbox with current address.
	M21-1, Part V, Subpart iii, Chapter 1, Section I, Topic 1, Block a.  (V.iii.1.I.1.a)

	To add information regarding when a campaign contribution is considered countable income.
	V.iii.1.I.1.m

	To add information regarding child support as countable income and clarification regarding who the income should be attributed to.
	V.iii.1.I.1.n

	To clarify that the Social Security lump sum death benefit should be counted for one year beginning the first of the month after the month in which it was received.
	V.iii.1.I.2.a

	To update verbage from husband and wife to Veteran A and Veteran B to account for same-sex marriage legislation. 
	V.iii.1.I.2.e

	To clarify that VA does not count payments excluded by Federal law for purposes of VA benefit calculations and to update the pension mailbox with the current address.
	V.iii.1.I.3.a

	To provide information on SSI Windfall income and to inform that it is not countable income for VA purposes.
	V.iii.1.I.3.b

	To add block with information that the month-of-death payment is not considered income on a surviving spouse’s pension award.
	V.iii.1.I.3.o

	To add information showing that up to $5,000.00 per year of income paid to a Veteran as a Veteran’s benefit from a State or municipality due to injury or disease is excluded when determining annual income for calendar years beginning January 1, 2012.
	V.iii.1.I.3.x

	To add clarification showing that Block a refers to proceeds of casualty insurance received prior to February 2, 2013, and that the proceeds can be from any casualty per 38 CFR 3.272(d).
	V.iii.1.I.5.a

	To add information about counting proceeds of casualty insurance on or after February 2, 2013.
	V.iii.1.I.5.b

	To update the pension mailbox with the current address.
	V.iii.1.I.8.a

	To update the pension mailbox with the current address.
	V.iii.1.I.8.f

	· To add information regarding Cobell settlement payments.  They are excluded from income and excluded from net worth for one year.
· To clarify the note to state that VA will not count payments that Federal law requires be excluded from income and/or net worth for all VA needs-based benefits, regardless of whether the program or payment is listed in Exhibit 1.
	V.iii.1.I.11.a

	To clarify the note to state that VA will not count payments that Federal law requires be excluded from income and/or net worth for current-law pension and Parents’ DIC, regardless of whether the program or payment is listed in Exhibit 2.
	V.iii.1.I.11.b


	Rescissions
	None 


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	David R. McLenachan, Director
Pension and Fiduciary Service


	Distribution
	LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED
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